
Virtual Quilt
The

A Newsletter for Online Quilters  Issue 33 • July 1999

Reports from San Francisco and Washington, D.C.

The Traveling Quilter

COAST
TO

COAST

The rotary cutter brings you back here!

Also in this issue:

Quilt Auctions at Quiltcollector.com!
Quilting on the Web: Quilt Sampler's choices for 1999.
Quilter Profile: Dean Neumann, creator of the Electric Quilt software.



The Virtual Quilt Page 2

If you've been paying attention at all, you know
that auctions on the net are all the rage. Whether you're
looking for Pez dispensers or multi-million-dollar Ital-
ian villas, you will find them available at eBay, Ama-
zon, Excite, Yahoo, or some other site, yours for the
bidding. There are also quilts available at these auctions,
complete with photos and descriptions of their beauties
and flaws, their known provenance, and estimates of
their age. My daughter and I almost bid on one at eBay,
but didn't go through with it. It was a very interesting
19th century signature quilt, well-described and photo-
graphed, and it finally fetched a good price. But we were
uneasy about spending a considerable sum on a quilt
we'd never seen or touched.

Now there's another option for quilt collectors who
would like to bid for quilts both old and new online --
QuiltCollector.com. The site, at
http://www.quiltcollector.com (what else?) specializes
in quilt auctions and attempts to take the uncertainties
out of the process. It was started by Mark Kriss of Palo
Alto, whose background in both the fine arts and high-
tech start-ups seems to have destined him for such a
venture.

"In January 1999, I decided
that auctions were the coolest thing
happening on the Internet," Mark
says. "and there seemed to be an
opportunity to offer special-inter-
est auctions such as quilts that
would give quilt lovers higher qual-
ity and greater depth than the mass-
consumer flea market-type auc-
tions of eBay and the like. All in a
more friendly, quilt-centric community."

Mark had exposure to the quilt market because his
wife, Jane Holton Kriss (http://www.janekriss.com), is
a signature designer for Northcott-Monarch's cotton fab-
ric collections for quilters. They also had a friend, Diana
Leone, with a major antique quilt collection she wanted
to sell.

"Quilts seemed like an ideal match for an online
auction," Mark says. "Quilters, unlike other artists, don't
have many galleries or other established distribution
channels where they can sell their wares, so millions of

would-be collectors often find it difficult to find quilters
and purchase high-quality quilts. Plus, thereís a large
potential audience of quilt enthusiasts spread across a
wide, and often remote, geographical area."

After determining that quilters were already very
active on the web, Mark went ahead and set up the site.
Quilt auctions are held each month for one week. The
most recent one closed on June 26, with some 73 items
up for auction.

To resolve questions of authenticity and to prevent
misrepresentation, Kriss hit upon a unique solution.
"Early on, we discovered the need for oversight from
quilt experts to review auction listings for accuracy. This
led us to establish the QuiltCollector Advisory Group.
A key goal is to eliminate potential misrepresentation
(intentional or otherwise) of the authenticity or physical
condition of items offered for sale.

"A secondary goal is to give all participants an op-
portunity to learn more about quilt scholarship includ-
ing valuations, appraisals and provenance."
QuiltCollector.com's panel of experts serve as an inde-
pendent watchdog group to review the site's offerings
and raise concerns about any questionable items or
claims.

Beyond the assurances of the advisory group,
Kriss's site attempts to provide an experience that is less
like a flea market and more like a professional auction
house. He believes quilters prefer a friendlier, more quilt-
centric community within which to buy and sell. "Check
out our new and improved Auction Index, for example,
which is now browseable by quilt style, date made, title,
seller name, price and number of bids," Mark says. "This
should help shoppers easily find what you're looking
for vs. eBay/Amazon [which provide] very long lists that
are not quilt specific or searchable by anything other
than price and start/end date."

Knowing that quilters are tactile and like to touch
the wares before buying, Kriss has found ways to over-
come the remoteness of buying online. "No question that
some things sell better on the net than others," he says.
"And tactile items do pose a challenge. But we seem to
be proving that if sellers provide sufficient information
(including photographs) on their auction items  and shop-
pers are given confidence boosting features such as ex-

BUSINESS PROFILE:

QuiltCollector.com

http://www.quiltcollector.com
http://www.janekriss.com
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pert review by an Advisory Board  then it can work."
Having now experienced two auction cycles, Kriss

continues to assess and refine his business model. " The
biggest challenge now is getting better known. The busi-
ness model can work if we can cost-effectively expand

our membership base. We are currently exploring and
open to potential business partnerships which could help
us do so."

A partial screen shot of an example auction at Quilt Collector.

THE CRAFT CONNECTION
The Craft Connection (http://www.craftconn.com/) is the most exciting place on the Internet if you want to

make or sell handcrafts. We sell quality cotton fabric, Mettler and Sulky thread, and quilting notions, all at a
discount. Fabrics are linked to coordinating fabrics, so you know your choices will look great together. We try to
find fabrics you won't see anywhere else. And we'll package them into packets of fat eighths, fat quarters, or 5"
squares, so you can get a good variety without a big cash outlay. Among our fabric categories are florals, pictori-
als, and guy stuff, and you should see the new Lost Fabrics of Atlantis collection.

Every month some items are for sale at 20 percent off our already discounted prices. You can use your credit
card online on our secure server to safely purchase our fabrics and also our crafters' products. If you're a crafter,
you can sell here and take credit cards without having your own credit card vendor account.

Check out our Free Stuff. Each month we offer a new pattern and a new lesson. We also have a Calendar of
upcoming Quilt Shows. Come by our website at http://www.craftconn.com.

http://www.craftconn.com/
http://www.craftconn.com
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their original quilt is the cover girl for the issue. Add to
that a well-executed tour of the store, good pictures of
the eleven blocks of the month they offer (along with all
the important details such as price and availability of
"finishing" fabrics), and you have a feel for the person-
ality of the store. Of particular note is a stunning stained
glass block of the month constructed from hand-dyed
fabric. Although Material Possessions does not offer on-
line ordering as of this writing, it is in the works. They've
just been a little busy doubling the size of their store in
California.

Another one of my favorite sites is the Calico Cat
(http://www.thecalicocat.com), and not just because of

the great name and cat graphics.
This site, too has super BOM's,
including some nice folk art
choices and a sawtooth cat selec-
tion that truly tempted me. The
Calico Cat also offers funky doll
patterns and notions, including
some fantastic colors of New
Zealand mohair for the perfect
doll hairdo.

Heart and Hand Dry
Goods  (http://
www.heartandhand.com)
cleverly offers regional gifts
and patterns on the website,
along with clear pictures and
descriptions of the available
goods.

Although Quilts by the Falls
(http://www.cannon.net/~quilts/)
offers a very simple site with

some great graphics, at this point it seems geared more
to in-person customers.  I was taken by the invitation to
"come for the quilts, stay for the cookies" that accompa-
nies information about their Piecemaker's meetings that
occur five times a month. These folks know how to ap-
peal to people! This page has an overall friendly ambi-
ence and appearance that makes you hope that they ex-
pand the site soon to perhaps offer patterns and other

By Lynn Holland

Since its first issue in 1995, I have been a fan of
Quilt Sampler magazine, an annual publication from the
BH & G family, which features articles about extraordi-
nary quilt stores. I was especially eager to see the latest
issue, since I had recently visited Front Porch Quilts in
Houston, one of this year's honorees. The official publi-
cation date is usually late May and the magazine is sold
until August. However last year I waited until mid-June
to find a copy and was politely told by salespeople at all
the major quilt stores that they had been sold out for
weeks.  After coming up dry at the major news vendors
in this city, I finally found a copy
at Eckerd Drug. This year my fa-
vorite boutique, Kroger, had a
copy the first week it was avail-
able and I snapped it up.

This year's stores are as won-
derful and diverse as always, and
some of the descriptions in the
magazine prompted us to drag out
the atlas to find out how close to
Quilts by the Falls a bargain flight
to Minneapolis would get us.  Un-
happily, most of us can't actually
go to every store in the book. How-
ever, the internet has helped us get
much closer to getting what we
want when we want it, and one
sign of the times is that this year
every store in the Sampler listed a
web site address. Since I am a huge
fan of the virtual visit, I wandered
off onto the web to explore some of the sites. As might
be expected, the sites are as diverse as the stores them-
selves. Some of these web sites are in the developmen-
tal stages, while others are clearly old hands.

Material Possessions' page
 (http://www.quiltessentials.com) has been around for
some time, as evidenced by its polished presentation.
The home page has a huge picture of the QS cover, since

1999
Quilt Sampler
Websites

http://www.thecalicocat.com
http://www.heartandhand.com/
http://www.cannon.net/~quilts/
http://www.quiltessentials.com
http://www.heartandhand.com/
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My Favorite Thimble
My Favorite Thimble is here with a hot summer offer along with our unique  thimbles, patterns, etc.
Visit our web site at http://www.myfavoritethimble.com and receive a FREE FABRIC  gift with your $10.00

minimum order. The fabric is 4" square swatches of  hand-dyed 100% cotton in five beautiful summer colors. We
don't sell  fabric, we only give it away! This offer is being made only to TVQ  subscribers, so be sure to mention
TVQ in the Special Instructions box on  our Order Form.

Attention Canadian quilters! We now ship free to Canada as well as the  USA. Canadian and other foreign
quilters can now also get Currency  Exchange information from our site. The Order Form has a handy link that  you
will want to bookmark. Have a great Summer!

Chris Hanner & Company
3687 Coldwater Lane
Snellville, GA 30039

Email: mailto:hanner@mindspring.com

Lowest prices anywhere
on Electric Quilt Software.

EQ 4 only $89.99,
Sew Precise! only $25.95!

Only at Schoolhouse Enterprises
at Planet Patchwork.

stuff.
As has been previously mentioned in TVQ, Front

Porch Quilts (http://www.frontporchquilts.com)  seems
a very comfortable presence on the web. They have a
fun, but not too slick assortment of places for your eye
to fall, but the pages include their newsletter, the class
schedule for the quarter, blocks of the month and spe-
cial offers as well. Having been to Front Porch Quilts
actually and virtually, I can verify that the site is a good
representation of the shop itself.

The Quilt Foundry (http://www.quiltfoundry.com)
website has to be one of my favorites, just because it
packs so much personality and individuality onto its
pages. The home page looks like a great big pinetree
quilt (the store's symbol) with click-on buttons that take
you to other places on the site.  There's a cyber tour with
beautiful pictures, (including a good shot of the 100-
year-old beam that hold up the walls), thumbnail sketches
of the four partners who own the business and very clever
text to accompany the long list of special services that

the store offers.  This is very polished site and definitely
worth the "trip" to check it out.

As I mentioned earlier, all ten featured stores in
this year's Sampler have websites, but I didn't think it
would be fair to review those sites that are truly in the
fledgling stages, so I've restricted my comments to those
that are beyond the beginner stage on the web. How-
ever, some of the developmental sites already have the
right idea, with nice photos and graphics enticing us to
"watch this space." One of the sites offers the shop news-
letters online, something I think adds tremendous ap-
peal, and an inducement to check back periodically. All
of these stores are experts in marketing, so I'm sure ex-
citing internet action will quickly evolve.  Since quilters
are creative by nature, it won't be long before all the
stores are comfortable with virtual visitors dropping by
for a cup of tea and a few yards of fabric which we place
in our shopping cart. Now if we can just work on our
recipe for cyber cookies that taste good.

http://www.myfavoritethimble.com
mailto:hanner@mindspring.com
http://www.frontporchquilts.com
http://www.quiltfoundry.com
http://www.planetpatchwork.com/
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SCHOOLHOUSE ENTERPRISES
in association with planet patchwork

Amazing but true!

Gridded Geese(c) is a unique paper foundation method for mass-producing Flying Geese units up to 24 at
once (no kidding!). Schoolhouse Enterprises, inventors and manufacturers of this revolutionary product, offers
both a printed version of their catalog, and an on-line (http://www.planetpatchwork.com/store/index.cfm?DID=21)
shopping cart service in conjunction with Planet Patchwork. You can safely order online through Planet Patchwork's
secure server with your credit card!

The folks at Schoolhouse Enterprises and Planet Patchwork search for items for quilters (and friends of
quilters) which are unique and often overlooked by other catalogs you might connect with. Check out their on-line
catalog, which offers such interesting items as Photos-to-Fabric(tm) photo transfer paper, Ott Lights, beautiful
embossed note cards, kaleidoscope pendants, and much more! And while you're visiting, be sure to check out the
current Monthly $pecial!!

Schoolhouse has recently begun carrying the complete line of Electric Quilt products, including EQ4 design
software, and Sew Precise! and Sew Precise with Shirley Liby. We also carry the popular Quilt-Pro program. We
offer some of the best prices on quilt design software you'll find anywhere. EQ4 is only $89.99 and Quilt-Pro is an
unbelievable $79.99.

They also offer a large selection of INSPECTOR CLUESEW's Mystery Quilts.  If you missed any of the
Cases which were previously online, you'll find them here!

If you're not able to access the web page, just e-mail Schoolhouse Enterprises
( mailto:cluesew@jerseycape.com) with your "snail mail" (post office) address for your FREE CATALOG and
Sample of Gridded Geese(c)! (Sorry, but Samples are only available in the printed catalogs.)

BREAKING TRADITIONS Cathedral Windows Quick Method Quilt

This book will instruct even the novice sewer how to create an heirloom quality quilt, entirely by sewing machine,
in a fraction of the time it would take to sew by hand. Full color cover, clear concise illustrations, yardage charts
and many tips.

The possibilities are endless!

$8.95 per book plus $1.95 s&h
Please make check payable to 'Kimberly Nappier' and mail to:
 Kimberly Nappier
6827 Sparkman St. Dept. tvq
Tampa, FL 33616
E-mail inquiries to: mailto:Bountipres@aol.com

http://www.planetpatchwork.com/store/index.cfm?DID=21
mailto:cluesew@jerseycape.com
mailto:Bountipres@aol.com
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By Lynn Holland

Having never before visited San Francisco, I re-
ally didn't know what to expect. So when I had the op-
portunity to attend a conference there, I arrived with
little more than some stereotypical images and a burn-
ing desire to check out at least one quilt store. After a
somewhat harried ride from the airport (sharing a shuttle
with persons from four different countries but no air-
conditioning), I sat in my hotel room with my Quilter's
Travel Companion and a MUNI public transit map. Since
I am a dreadful map-reader, I was thankful that the per-
sons at the MUNI hotline were used to tourists who have
no idea where anything is. They gave
me precise instructions on how I could
navigate the town.

Because I was there on business,
my quilting adventures were necessar-
ily limited to lunch breaks and after-
conference hours. Luckily, one of the
main stations was a two-minute walk
from my fabulously situated hotel. At
lunch break on Sunday, I hopped the
rapid transit and ten minutes later was at the door of
Black Cat Quilts (2608 Ocean Avenue, Phone: (415)
337-1355).

In a pleasant neighborhood, Black Cat puts its
emphasis on both cats and quilts, and the resulting mix
is most pleasant. Yes, there is a black cat at the shop,
and judging from my brief stay, Miss Kitty (her real
name) is queen of the store. Among the more unusual
items in stock is a sponge that removes pet hair. There
are cat mugs, cat wall hooks, cat clocks, cat plates and a
"kitty corner" devoted to (of course) strictly cat fabric.
As you might expect, there is a nice selection of Orien-
tal fabric, but there is also the surprise of cuts from
Amsterdam, which are exclusive to Black Cat quilts in
this country.

The store is open and airy, and although there is a
good selection of fabric, books and notions, nothing is
cluttered. There is a nice nook for children with Dis-
covery-toy type items offered to help them pass the time.

The store has a very personal feel, emphasized that af-
ternoon by the presence of two customers, one an expe-
rienced quilter and the other embarking upon her second
quilt, but her first rotary cutting experience. The novice
quilter was trying to decide how long her quilt would
take to make, since her hand pieced first effort was com-
pleted during the six weeks she was confined to bed af-
ter surgery!

Classes at Black Cat include not just the expected
hand and machine selections, but fabric fortune cookies,
an unusual sweatshirt jacket and classes on how to ser-
vice your Featherweight. I was really impressed when
among the visiting teachers was Doreen Speckmann!

Although after visiting the shop I
didn't have time to eat, there is an Am-
brosia bakery and deli across the street
from Black Cat, just in case you need to
refuel.

Since my foray into SF on public
transit had been so successful on Sun-
day, I set off  late the next afternoon on
the bus to Mendel's, located in Haight-
Ashbury (1556 Haight Street.Phone:

(415) 621-1287 ). First, let me say that generally I am
not a timid person. I work in inner city Atlanta and have
an opportunity to interact with all kinds of people every
day. I also ride public transportation regularly. But this
really did not prepare me for the adventure I was about
to experience. Yes, I was in college in the sixties, but
have never been into the tie-dye scene, unless you count
the socks I made on the stove top with those dye-infused
cords about ten years ago. Anyway, I hopped the bus on
Market Street, and off I went.

I should have been tipped off when two of my fel-
low passengers had tattooed everything and matted hair.
If not, perhaps the infuriated pedestrian who slammed
the bus repeatedly with his skateboard and screamed
obscenities at the driver should have given me a clue. Or
surely, the four-letter-word war between the riders on
two different buses should have convinced me that I
should not have tried this alone. But I was too far into
the trip to not at least get off the bus at the appointed

The Traveling Quilter

Two San Francisco
Quilt Shops, and a Bonus
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stop and visit the store I had come to see. Although by
this time I was pretty close to creeped out, I picked my
way through the folks who seemed permanently camped
out on the sidewalk, past the somewhat unconventional
retail parlors and found Mendel's.

This little wonderland is loaded with fine art and
craft supplies as well as fabric. Although they ask that
you leave your bags and backpacks at the door, the well-
pierced clerk sweetly let me hold on to my belongings.
The hodgepodge fabric area is up a couple of wooden
steps, tended that day by someone swathed all in purple,
from headdress to beyond her toes. Truly a time-warp
place, the selection ranged from
mudcloth to velvet, with cloth of all
nations and a few places that don't ap-
pear on any map in between. I'm sure it
is the supply source for many of the the-
atrical productions in this town, and
some other stuff, too. It was quite a
show in and of itself, with a huge but-
ton and trim selection, stationery and
stickers and lots of stuff everywhere, not
to mention a varied clientele, from so-
ciety types to cross-dressers. Even taking my somewhat
unsettling ride into consideration, Mendel's is worth the
trip, although I would not go there again by myself, and
would not recommend doing so unless you are the type
of person who is put off by absolutely nothing. And I
mean nothing.

For those of you into the virtual visit, check out
their cool web site at http://www.mendels.com. This is a
really nice family business, and I wish I had seen the

website before I made my trip into Haight-Ashbury. The
family photos and whatnot lead you to expect chicken
soup, not the hallucinogens I was imagining on my sur-
realistic bus ride. But, as is mentioned in the text on the
website, this IS San Francisco.

A nice little bit of serendipity came my way in
Union Square as I was searching for a Giants shirt at
Macy's. Across the street is Britex fabrics, announced
by an old-fashioned neon display. Beneath the sign are
five floors of fabric, fabric and fabric. The sales clerks
are very knowledgeable and obviously used to dealing
with people who know nothing about fibers. One pa-

tient clerk gently steered a lady with an
elaborate period costume pattern away
from a heavy busy floral toward some-
thing more suitable for the tucks and
gathers of this very detailed outfit. An-
other did not even flinch as a customer
inquired if the $55/yd silk upholstery
fabric was machine washable!

Britex carries such far out stuff as
fabric covered with silk flowers for over
$100 a yard, but they also have your

basic cottons in all colors of the rainbow. Customers are
of all nationalities were there the day of my visit, and
Britex appears able to cater to almost any fabric need
you can imagine.

For someone who had no particular desire to go to
San Francisco, my business trip turned into a multi-fac-
eted and multi-cultural adventure. The quilt shops defi-
nitely shared in the local color!

Imagine no more seams on the back of your quilt!
Curtains without seams!

More fabric for your money!
Fabric Loft is the home of the wide width fabrics 90î to 120î wide at discount prices.

Large selection of name brand, one piece quilt backs.
Home decorating fabrics available for curtains and tablecloths.

Special Sales.
Free Link exchange.

Secure online ordering.
Samples available.

Visit our website at http://www.fabricloft.com to view our fabrics.
*****ON SALE NOW, ALL HOME DECORATING FABRICS 25% OFF! *****
Check out and compare our low prices where your money buys more fabric for less!

THE FABRIC LOFT

http://www.mendels.com
http://www.fabricloft.com
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Quilt Shop Service -- Discount Prices
PINETREE QUILTWORKS

PineTree Quiltworks' online discount catalog and fabric store has its own URL for faster access. Visit PineTree
at http://www.quiltworks.com and bookmark the spot! The online fabric store now loads faster and much more
reliably! Visitors are unlikely to get a TOO BUSY message!

Please visit the new fabric store! Quilters will find loads of new fabrics organized by "department" but also
viewable by manufacturer and fabric line (designers and named lines). To view fabric, click on the dot at left of a
category or manufacturer (or whatever) to activate that selection, then click on the VIEW FABRICS button at the
right of the selection.

Look for the latest fabrics from Hoffman, RJR, Marcus Bros., Maywood, Clothworks, Hi Fashion, Timeless
Treasures, Fit to Print, Rose & Hubble, Northcott, Benartex, Moda, Peter Pan, and more, all at 20% off retail
prices.

Go to http://www.quiltworks.com. When the main page comes up, click on Virtual Fabric Store, then select
your fabric viewing options!

PCQuilt for Windows
PCQuilt for Windows is easy to learn and easy to use quilting software. The block and the quilt are on the

same screen so you can see your quilt emerge as you design and color your blocks. Combine blocks in a variety of
ways to see endless new designs. The program includes all the features that have always made PCQuilt easy and
fun to use. Now with the new Windows version, PCQuilt will help you estimate your yardage, print templates,
quilts and blocks, and has a friendly Windows interface with easy to use toolbars. PCQuilt comes with a extensive
library of blocks, border, quilts, palettes and fabric patterns.  PCQuilt is also available for the Macintosh. Look for
PCQuilt at your local Husqvarna VIKING Dealer or visit our website at

http://www.pcquilt.com

Nina Antze • 7061 Lynch Road • Sebastopol, CA 95472
 707- 823-8494 • 1-800-731-8886

MOTHER HEN'S QUILT EMBROIDERIES
Quick, easy, machine embroidered quilt blocks to embellish vests and jackets, towels, pillows, wallhangings

or create a quilt. Come and visit Mother Hen's Quilt Embroideries and view the goodies!

http://www.accn.org/~lildozer

http://www.quiltworks.com
http://www.quiltworks.com
http://www.pcquilt.com
http://www.accn.org/~lildozer
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THE QUILT BLOCK
  We are a cottage industry located just outside of
Yosemite National Park. We specialize in clothing and
patterns for quilters and for people who love quilts.

  We offer t-shirts and sweatshirts in sizes from medium
to xxx-large. All of our quilts are machine pieced. Most
of our patterns are easy enough for beginning quilters.
Come see what  we have to offer at our website.  We
have a great sale page.

http://www.sierratel.com/thequiltblock/salepage1.htm

Or e-mail for more information to
mailto:gastinc@sierratel.com

The Quilt Block P.O. Box 127 Midpines, CA 95345

(209) 742-5418 Fax: (209) 742-7662

SILVER DOLLAR
SHEEP STATION
The MINI DUST-IT.  Genuine sheepskin duster on

a 6" stick that is perfect for picking up dust and lint from
your sewing machine and serger. Soft, beautiful sheep-
skin won't scratch polished surfaces. Picks up the lint
and tiny threads; doesn't spread them around. Prevents
lint build-up. Inexpensive way to protect expensive sew-
ing machines and sergers.  Fun and handy to use.  Also
works great on the computer.

ANNOUNCING: New colors -- white, black, navy,
gold, cocoa, taupe,teal blue, gray, charcoal!

Price:  $3.50 each including mailing.  To order send
check to

Silver Dollar Sheep Station 5020 Winding Way
Sacramento, CA  95841. 800-887-8742.

E-mail: mailto:Sheep50@aol.com.
SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER: Because

we manufacture the Mini Dust-it to a very high stan-
dard, we currently have a supply of imperfects. They
may be thinner and not as pretty or have some other
defect, but they still work great!

And best of all we offer these to you for just $1,
including postage. You can order them at the address
above and enjoy this wonderful product at a bargain
price!

PERFECT
SQUARE

PERFECT SQUARE and PERFECT
TRIANGLE are tools that help quilters make
quiltpieces more easily and accurately. Pat-
terns have been written especially for PER-
FECT SQUARE and the necessary sheets
to make the quilt are included in the pat-
tern.

The PERFECT SQUARE website has
been updated to include information on all
products and patterns complete with pic-
tures. Credit cards are accepted.

Also included are pictures of Monica's
art quilts and links to really cool quilt sites.

http://www.webworldinc.com/perfectsquare
for details.

THE QUILTBROKER
FREE Judy Martin Point Trimmer ($7.50 value) with
purchase of Judy Martin's The Block Book from
Design Plus . . . now ONLY $18.98 + $3.00 S&H
Mail your check (US funds only) for $21.98, pay-
able to:

DESIGN PLUS
907 Columbia Road
Fort Collins, CO 80525-1838

The QUILTBROKER http://www.quiltbroker.com

Get a new FREE pattern by Design Plus at Marcus
Brothers Textiles web site:

http://www.marcusbrothers.com/

http://www.sierratel.com/thequiltblock/salepage1.htm
mailto:gastinc@sierratel.com
mailto:Sheep50@aol.com
http://www.webworldinc.com/perfectsquare
http://www.quiltbroker.com
http://www.marcusbrothers.com/
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All I wanted was dinosaurs and quilts.
My husband Chris and I went to Washington D.C.

last month on vacation. We'd both been before, and vis-
ited all of the various monuments, so this trip was all
about the museums. Specifically, I wanted to spend all
of our time in the Smithsonian's National Museum of
Natural History and National Museum of American His-
tory.

So with all of this walking around museums
planned, I suppose it was inevitable that I should sprain
my ankle the very first day, gawking as we passed the
Supreme Court Building.

No matter, there is plenty in D.C. to distract one
from such mundane concerns.

One of the first stops was the American History
Museum. After a strangely fascinating trip through the
history of computers, which I heartily recommend, we
headed for the textiles exhibit on the third floor.

On first sight, it was smaller than I expected. The
museum has a wonderful website, with an extensive
online textiles exhibit (http://www.si.edu/nmah/ve/quilts/
quilt.html). From the number of items exhibited online,

I'm afraid I expected a larger physical exhibit.
Upon reflection, though, I decided this was a pretty

smart way to arrange things. Many more people get to
see the quilts on the website than could ever visit the
museum. The items on display in the museum can then
be rotated from the entire collection, so that no one piece
is exposed the damaging lights (and camera flashes) for
too long of a time.

The museum exhibit made up in quality anything it
was missing in quantity, anyway. The very first piece I
saw was the  "Pocahontas Quilt",  an album quilt done
by Pocahontas Virginia Gay, a 7th generation descen-
dant of the Native American princess Pocahontas. Each
block is appliqued and embroidered. Many feature his-
torical figures such as president Andrew Jackson or the
original Pocahontas. Other show farm animals, or pup-
pies and kittens or birds. Some are simple, others have a
scrappy, crazy quality. One is a signature block, with a
large cursive embroidered "P. V. Gay". Altogether, it
showcases a slice of American life at the time.

There were also several more traditional quilts and
other needlework items on display. If you are in the D.C.

Inspiration in Washington D.C.
The Traveling Quilter

The textiles exhibit at the Smithsonian Museum of American History.

http://www.si.edu/nmah/ve/quilts/quilt.html
http://www.si.edu/nmah/ve/quilts/quilt.html
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area, you owe it to yourself to pay the National Museum
of American History a visit. You may find specific in-
spiration for a project, or, like me, you may simply be
reminded of the historical context of whatever you're
working on now. If one of your quilts is on display in a
museum one hundred years from now, what will people
see in it?

It turns out, though, that the exhibit in the Museum
of American History is only the beginning of what Wash-
ington D.C. has to offer the visiting quilter.  I recom-
mend the Museum of Natural History as a second stop.

So many of us draw on the natural world around us
for quilting inspiration. It is next to impossible for a
quilter to walk away from the diversity of nature gath-
ered at the Smithsonian without a new idea or several.

I headed first to the Hall of Dinosaurs. Dinosaurs
are an odd obsession of mine. I have to admit, I wasn't
thinking of quilts at all when we arrived at the Museum
of Natural History.

After you explore the Hall of Dinosaurs, though, if
you walk upstairs, you find youself suddenly at the Hope
Diamond and the Hall of Gems. I guess I knew, intellec-
tually, that gemstones come in every color of the rain-
bow and every conceivable shape. The Hall of Gems
exhibit brings this point home in a new way.

I found one idea there I think is pretty cool. There
was a display case highlighting the range of color in gem-
stones, and they had nearly everything, from the bright-
est yellow sulfur to the deepest red ruby, arranged ac-
cording to color. So I said, "Wouldn't that make a great
quilt?" Whereupon my husband declared me a hopeless
fanatic.

Seriously, though, wouldn't it? It could be an al-
bum quilt, with a different mineral in each square, ar-
ranged by color as they were in the museum. Or maybe
it should be a more abstract design, pulling in the full
range of both color and shape.

There were many moments like that on this trip. If
you ever feel the need for new inspiration, a trip to the
Smithsonian will probably cure your ills.

 At the moment, the Smithsonian is also hosting a
special exhibit at the Museum of Natural History: "The
Spirit of the Ainu". The Ainu are a Japanese people from
the far north, and the exhibit is full of fascinating infor-
mation about their history and culture.

There are also accomplished fabric artists among
the Ainu. To begin with, I was intrigued by the delicate
ceremonial clothing. Then, I found Noriko Kawamura's

work. As the exhibit director, Kitty Dubreuil, says of
Kawamura, "she takes Ainu subject matter, already ab-
stract, and pushes it to the next dimension of abstraction
and makes these incredibly stunning and exciting wall
hangings."  If you like, you can read more of the director's
comments about the exhibit in "Ainu: The Anatomy of
an Exhibit" at http://www.mnh.si.edu/arctic/html/
ainu.htm.

The Kawamura pieces caught my eye at once. The
first is a dramatic work in blues and reds called "Kamuy:
Spirit of Ainu" (1998). The effect is of a wave or an
ocean wrapping around a swirling ball of dancing fire.

Goodies galore! The textiles section of the Museum
of American History's gift shop.

http://www.mnh.si.edu/arctic/html/ainu.htm
http://www.mnh.si.edu/arctic/html/ainu.htm
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The other, called "Wooden Spirit" (1991), is displayed
among the carved wood pieces. It is itself reminiscent
of carved wooden columns, done in rougher fabrics in
muted browns and blues. Both pieces made me want to
know more about the Ainu people. In addition, both pro-
vided inspiration for what amazing things can be done
with a wide range of fabric types and colors.

Eventually, I thought I had reached the limit of quilt-
ing in D.C. museums. I was worng, of course. I went
with Chris to the Library of Congress and to the Folger
Library of Shakespeare. Then we found our way to the
Sackler Gallery of Asian Art. In that museum's gift shop
I found a small holiday ornament. It's a cube, and on
each face is a reverse appliqued star. A small slip of pa-
per with it informed me that these ornaments are made
by the Hmong hilltribes residing in tree top villages in
northern Thailand and in Laotian refugee camps. Evi-
dently they are renowned for their reverse applique and
cross-stitch. That's another thing I'm going to have to
find out more about now.

"Kamuy: Spirit of Ainu" (1998) by Noriko Kawamura

Wooden Spirit" (1991) by Noriko Kawamura

The ornaments were lovely, and of course I had to
buy one. Chris and I had a rule on this trip, to cut down
on baggage: only buy items in gift shops that you can't
find anywhere back home. So naturally, as we sat down
to rest outside the Sackler, I discovered that the distribu-
tor of these ornaments is in St. Pete Beach, Florida - all
of about 10 miles from our home. Oh well, at least I
know where to buy more!

All in all, our trip to Washington D.C. was fasci-
nating and fun. I found quilting all around me, and in-
spiration was around every corner. I'm already looking
for an excuse to go up there again soon.

Is the web a mystery?

Quilt Channel can help!
http://www.quiltchannel.com

http://www.quiltchannel.com
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QUILTER PROFILE

DEAN NEUMANN

O.K., so we're cheating this issue. Dean Neumann
is not a quilter. He is, however, a computing quilter's
best friend. He's the man who invented and programmed
the extremely popular quilt design program "The Elec-
tric Quilt," also affectionately known as EQ.

Dean has been a hard man to catch up with. We
tried to interview him a few months ago, but he was in
the throes of com-
pleting program-
ming of version 4.0
of EQ. Being a per-
fectionist, he
couldn't give the
time and care to the
interview that he
wanted, so we post-
poned it. Now that
EQ is happily on the
street and selling
well, Dean has gra-
ciously provided us
the answers to our
questions.

Over the years,
The Electric Quilt
program has grown
in more ways than
one. The program it-
self has matured from a primitive DOS-coded "toy" into
a powerful Windows 95 tool. As a business it has grown
as well, so that now it involves Dean's entire family
(along with several employees) in some or all aspects of
producing, advertising, and distributing their growing
line of products.

Dean's wife, well-known art quilter and TV per-
sonality Penny McMorris, is not only the main "front-
lady" for the company, but she was also the inspiration
for the creation of the program. Dean talks about the
role she and others in their family played in the program's

beginnings:
"After hanging out with Penny for a few years I'd

seen a lot of quilts, and I had really started to love them.
As a mathematician I had always been interested in ge-
ometry and so quilt design appealed to me quite natu-
rally. Also, I had met most of the best quilt artists and so
I had seen a lot of the best work out there.

"At some
point my son, Tim,
gave me a hand-
me-down com-
puter. I was really
sucked into pro-
gramming because
it was so much like
doing mathematics,
except more fun.  It
just occurred to me
one day to write a
quilt design pro-
gram. Two years
later, in 1991, it was
finished.

"Why a quilt
program? It's diffi-
cult to design a
quilt, since you
can't really visual-

ize it until you go through the long difficult process of
making it. I thought that a design program was going to
release the artist that's in every quilter because it would
make it possible for them to see the quilt on-screen. Some
people can see a design in their mind's eye before they
cut the fabric, but for everyone else a quilt program ought
to be a terrific tool."

Today's EQ is a terrific tool, but it didn't become
that overnight. "EQ1 was a very simple program," Dean
says. "It just dealt with straight lines, and it didn't even
support a mouse. But we were happy to find that a lot of

The screen that computing quilters have come to love.
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quilters liked it, even back then. . . . Some of our first
users are still with us, and when we see them at trade
shows we laugh about how they used the arrow keys to
draw quilt blocks in EQ1.

"We started the business in our house. I remember
how surprised we
were when calls be-
gan coming in while
I was still finishing
EQ1. (We had dem-
onstrated a beta ver-
sion briefly, without
naming it, on an epi-
sode of Penny's TV
show, The Great
American Quilt.)
Penny's oldest daugh-
ter, Erin, was home
then, and said she
planned to move to San Francisco when we had 100
people on our mailing list, and that seemed a lot to us."

Designing and programming a major drawing pro-
gram of any kind is an arduous undertaking, and it was
made more difficult for Dean by evolving standards in
the computer world. In the early '90s Windows was
emerging as a major platform and the rate of change in
the industry was accelerating.

"When I started version 2.0, I felt Windows still
didn't have the performance needed for a quilt design
program, so I decided to stick with DOS," Dean says.
The new version was a quantum leap over the first one,
and included mouse support and a growing number of
sophisticated features, including block libraries and new
drawing tools.

"I finished EQ2 in 1994.  Then I did BlockBase, a
computer version of Barbara Brackman's Encyclopedia
of Pieced Quilt Patterns. I had admired Barbara
Brackman ever since finding the early self-published
copies of Brackman's encyclopedia (now available from
AQS).  I have always loved the idea of collections, in
this case having all the pieced blocks in the entire world
(no longer true, of course), so this project was really
great fun." BlockBase was an extremely popular pro-
gram which is now out of print. A new Windows-based
version is in the works for later this year.

With BlockBase finished, it was time to look at
EQ again, and to again face the quandary of Windows
vs. DOS. Dean says: "After BlockBase, we had accu-

mulated a number of requests for additional features in
EQ3. And we decided it was more important to add fea-
tures than it was to switch to Windows. That may have
been a mistake. But at the time it seemed to be the right
thing to do, since we weren‚t having problems (those
came later, with the newer Windows-only printers), and
we had a loyal group of users eagerly wanting to do
more with the program. They were asking for features
such as curves in EasyDraw, applique, numbering foun-
dation patterns, overlaying applique and quilting. So we
stuck with DOS . . . ."

Mistake or not, the intervening years had brought
new competitors into the field of quilt design software
and it was clear that Windows was the platform of choice.
So with EQ4, released this past spring, The Electric Quilt
at long last made the transition. Deans says it liberated
him: "Now that I'm programming Windows, I really love
it. Windows does so much for programmers. In EQ3 I
had to make every button myself. In EQ4, all I had to do
was tell Windows to make a button, and it draws it. This
gives you time to concentrate on the things that are re-
ally quilt-related such as improving the algorithm that
lets us figure out the numbering system for paper
pieceable blocks, and the algorithm that converts lines
and arcs into patches in EasyDraw. The Windows de-
velopment tools are terrific."

While the Windows-based community was happy
with the continuing stream of new products, Macintosh
users felt somewhat left out. Dean and the company made
some attempts to create a Mac version of EQ early on,

but these efforts met
with disappointment
and were finally aban-
doned. Dean says
"Our reason for not
having a Mac version
is fairly simple: we
think Mac users really
want a Mac version
written specifically
for the Mac, not a con-
verted PC program.
We are really trying to
concentrate our efforts
on what we do best --
and that is writing and

supporting PC programs. Just keeping up with one op-
erating system, the needs and wants of our users, and
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the growing list of projects we want to do, is more than
full time for everyone on our staff. We think we'd be
spreading ourselves too thin to try to support both oper-
ating systems."

The latest programs developed by the company are
Sew Precise! and Sew Precise! with Shirley Liby, stand-
alone Windows products that create foundation paper
piecing patterns for use by quilters. Dean says "Since

we had produced BlockBase years before, many people
had asked us to do something similar with paper
pieceable blocks. It's been really popular, probably be-
cause it's so easy to use."

With a stable of successful products on the market,
Dean and company are not resting on their laurels but
are hard at work on new goodies for computing quilters.
A fabric disk to go with EQ is in the works, as well as
the new version of BlockBase. The company has always
had a very open relationship with its users through a
variety of media and has sought user input actively.
Asked what feature has been most asked-for by users,
Dean says "Before EQ4, the most requested feature was
importing scanned fabrics. Now that EQ4 allows users
to import pictures for fabrics and tracing, things seem to

“Our users are always
a step ahead of us in
what they'd like
Electric Quilt to do.”

be quiet for the moment. We‚re going to be implement-
ing a 'wish list' survey page on our web site (http://
www.electricquilt.com) to help us keep track of users'
wishes. One thing is certain, our users are always a step
ahead of us in what they'd like the program to do." EQ
users also provide ideas and seek help through Planet
Patchwork's popular Info-EQ mail list, which now has
2,200 members (http://planetpatchwork.com/info-
eq.htm).

The company's web efforts have also matured over
the last several years. EQ's first website was pretty much
home-made and had a friendly feel. EQ the Mouse was
your host, offering up product information and a special
EQ-oriented mystery quilt. Recently the company ob-
tained its own domain and has hired professionals to
modernize and upgrade the site. EQ the Mouse is less
visible, but still around, and the site offers a number of
useful forums and features for EQ users.

As a pioneer in the computer quilting world, Dean
has a unique vantage point from which to contemplate
how far we've come: "It's been a long, slow road to ac-
tually integrate computers and quilting, " he says. "Only
the really technically forward-looking quilters have even
wanted to consider using a computer to design with.
Recently, though, it seems to have been gaining consid-
erable momentum. Obviously the Internet is a huge fac-
tor because quilters are naturally interested in sharing.
That's characteristic of quilters in general. So I think the
Internet will play a big role in popularizing computers
for quilters."

Whatever the future of computers in quilting may
be, we can be sure that Dean Neumann and The Electric
Quilt Company will also continue to be a huge factor.

HICKORY HILL QUILTS
The next QHL conference TEXTILES AND THEIR PLACE IN HISTORY will be held August 4-7 at

the Hollowbrook Lodge in Greenville, New York. Learn while you relax in the Catskills. Comprehensive
seminars from Rabbit Goody (wovens), Cindy Brick (Crazies), Jane Clark Stapel (feedsacks), Merikay
Waldvogel (fabrics), more.  Appraisals, behind scenes at Farmers Museum and more.  For more information,
see

http://www.quilthistory.com/1999.htm.

http://www.electricquilt.com
http://planetpatchwork.com/info-eq.htm
http://www.quilthistory.com/1999.htm
http://www.electricquilt.com
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Old-Fashioned Quilt Frames
Thomas and Annie Kaczmarek offer easy-to-assemble old-fashioned quilt frames with a variety of features.

Style #1 has 3 tilt positions. They're 93 inches long and 24 inches wide. Only $135.00 INCLUDING shipping and
handling. A smaller version, 58 inches long, is $100.00 including s&h.

New! Style #2 is 108" x 31.4" with a 104" x 24" work area, allowing six quilters around the frame. It will also
break down to a small frame of 54" x 31/5". It has three tilt positions, muslin on the poles to baste the quilt on, and
breaks down for storage. Made of high quality wood, only $160, including shipping! E-mail us at

mailto:tmankacz@wilmington.net for more information and ask about our baby play quilt, our 57" X 48"
Nap scrap quilt and other items.

Send check or money order along with your order (USA only) to:

Annie Kaczmarek
609 Hunting Ridge Rd.
Wilmington, N.C. 28412

For more information you can call Annie at (910) 791-5904 or e-mail her at mailto:tmankacz@wilmington.net

Greenhaven
Greenhaven, a bed and breakfast retreat especially for Quilters, on the  Olympic Peninsula.

Visit Washington State and stay with a quilter, and her cat  Oliver.

The Herbolds live just outside of Sunny Sequim. Their home,  set in the tall trees, is warm, pleasant, and
affordable.

Norma can direct you to quilt shops in the area, plus the  natural wonders located on the Olympic Peninsula.
For those  in the Northwest, Norma can also plan a personal retreat for  you and your quilting friends.

You are invited to visit the website for Greenhaven, where  you can check out Norma's quilts, learn more
about Sequim,  and of course, see Oliver. The address is:  http://www.olypen.com/normah

You may email Norma at mailto:normah@olypen.com or call  360-681-0364 for more information.

Psssst! If  you're interested in
advertising in The Virtual Quilt
magazine, there are details on the
next page.

mailto:tmankacz@wilmington.net
mailto:tmankacz@wilmington.net
http://www.olypen.com/normah
mailto:normah@olypen.com
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Like any news publication, TVQ is always hungry
for information about new developments in the area we
are trying to cover. If you have an idea for a story, or
want to tell the world about something you are doing
which relates to computers and quilting, we’d like to
hear about it.

We’d like news of new classes starting up to teach
quilt design on computers, or new approaches to that
teaching. New products, maillists, World Wide Web
pages, etc., are all fair game, and we’d appreciate any
tips you can provide. Send your tips by e-mail to
mailto:rholland@atlanta.com.

If you have a comment about an article, a com-
plaint or a correction, we’re glad to hear that, too, and
may publish some comments as letters to the editor.
Again, these may be sent to rholland@atlanta.com.

COMMENTS, QUESTIONS,
NEWS, IDEAS, BRICKBATS? The

Virtual Quilt
A Newsletter for

Computing Quilters

Editor and Publisher: Robert Holland, Decatur, GA

Copyright (c) 1999 by Robert Holland. All rights re-
served. This file may not be reproduced in any form
except to be printed out for the personal use of the
subscriber without the expressed, written consent of
the copyright holder.

Most graphics designed & ©1996 by Mary Graham.
Layout and Acrobat conversion by C. Holland.

HOW TO ADVERTISE IN TVQ

Our advertisers, both here in the newsletter and at the TVQ website, have found TVQ to be an effective and
economical way to reach thousands of online quilters. Ads in the newsletter are only $5 each (up to 100 words,
inquire about longer ads) or 3 for $10, and there are also attractive packages available which combine newsletter
and website ads.

For more information e-mail rholland@atlanta.com or visit http://www.tvq.com/adcard.htm.  We specialize in
helping small quilting-related businesses gain exposure on the internet.

mailto:rholland@atlanta.com
http://www.tvq.com/adcard.htm
http://www.stomptokyo.com/
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NAME.

MAILING ADDRESS

E-MAIL ADDRESS

ALTERNATE E-MAIL (if available)

Enclosed is $5.00 (check or money order made out to ROBERT HOLLAND) for 8 issues of TVQ, delivered as an
ascii file by e-mail.

SUBSCRIBE TO TVQ!
I can get in touch with you.  An alternative e-mail ad-
dress, if you have one, is also helpful. You will receive
an e-mail acknowledgment of your subscription when it
is received.

FOR THOSE OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES:
I realize that obtaining money orders in US dollars can
be expensive in some countries. I have talked to my bank
and they will accept checks drawn on foreign banks for
deposit to my account. The checks MUST have an elec-
tronic routing number on them (the computer-style num-
bers at the bottom) and MUST be made out in US dol-
lars. The amount will be debited from your account ac-
cording to the exchange rate at the time of processing at
your bank. NOTE: Please CHECK WITH YOUR BANK
before doing this. Some will not allow it, and others will
CHARGE YOU A FEE, so be sure to check first.

Some enterprising folks have found that the cheap-
est way is to purchase and mail American currency. I
will accept cash, but cannot take responsibility for its
possible loss in the mails!

If you would like to continue receiving this news-
letter (the ASCII version) in your e-mail about every 6
weeks for the next year, all it requires is a small contri-
bution of $5.00!

That buys you 8 issues in which you will find more
in-depth reviews of quilt design software, more profiles
of quilters, as well as profiles of online quilting commu-
nities. These features will be interspersed with news of
developments in the quickly changing and expanding
world of online quilting.

TVQ is also available to subscribers on the World
Wide Web. The graphically enhanced web version can
be seen at http:// planetpatchwork.com/tvqmain/. Future
issues will also be converted into Adobe Acrobat for-
mat.

To subscribe, fill out the form on this page and send
it with a check or money order  for $5.00 made out to
Robert Holland, to 140 Ridley Circle, Decatur, GA
30030-1117. Be sure to fill out the form completely, in-
cluding your e-mail and street addresses so if there is a
problem with your subscription (like bounced messages)

http://planetpatchwork.com/tvqmain/
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