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by Christina Holland

This summer, sixty teenage girls went off to camp
to learn all about ocean science: dolphins, waves,
beaches and ... quilting.

I know that sounds a little strange. I'm a graduate
student of marine science at the University of South
Florida, and I'm a fledgling quilter. So when I walked
into the marine science building one day and saw two
colorful quilts hanging in the lobby, I was understand-
ably intrigued.

They were two gor-
geous quilts. One was a star
pattern, with golden stars on
a dark blue background. The
background fabric, with
whales swimming next to the
moon and the stars, betrayed
the quilt's oceanic origins.
The second quilt was home
to bright red, blue and even
zebra-striped fish.

Then I read the sheet of
paper pinned to one of the
quilts, and found out two
things. First, that these quilts
had both been made by camp-
ers in our summer Oceanog-
raphy Camp for Girls - thir-
teen and fourteen year-old
girls with little or no prior
quilting experience. Second,
the quilts were being raffled
off to benefit the camp.

I wanted to win that fish
quilt!

All of this began as a fund-raising project for the
camp. The Oceanography Camp for Girls is a three week
program run out of the University of South Florida's
marine science department. I first heard about the camp
last summer, my first one here at USF. My friend Jyotika
Virmani asked me to cover for her on one of the camp

field trips. I soon found myself up to my waist in sea-
water, helping as a gaggle of teenage girls injected green
glowing dye (it must've looked like we were dumping
toxic waste) into the water to measure the speed of the
long-shore currents. It was a blast! I was soon more in-
volved, going out with the girls for a day taking mea-
surements at sea, and working with them in the lab.

I wish there had been a camp like this around when
I was a kid!

These girls are not necessarily sold on the idea of
science before the camp.
They are chosen on the basis
of their educational, eco-
nomic and cultural diversity.
According to Teresa Greely,
USF's Educational Outreach
Coordinator, about a third of
the girls are those considered
to be gifted math and science
students. Another third might
be described as "at risk" in
some way. The rest of the
girls fill out the spectrum. To
avoid favoritism, the camp
counselors don't know which
girls fall into which category.
The program is free to the
campers and their families.

The camp is open only
to girls because while they
compete very successfully at
younger ages, thirteen- and
fourteen- year-old girls often
start to struggle and then to
lose interest in math and sci-

ence. Throughout high school and college, fewer and
fewer girls opt to take elective math and science classes.

At camp, the girls participate in field activities de-
signed to highlight the interdisciplinary nature of the
marine sciences - physics, geology, biology, and chem-
istry. They gain some valuable hands-on experience both
in the field and in the labs, working alongside graduate

Quilting and the
Oceanography Camp for Girls

http://www.planetpatchwork.com/oceanquilts.htm
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students like myself and Jyotika. The aim of the camp is
to show girls that science can be fun, that scientists are
just people too, and finally to show by example that
women can and do become scientists. By the way, you
can find out more about the camp on the web at http://
www.marine.usf.edu/girlscamp.

The campers seem to have a good time. I think they
might even learn a little, in direct defiance of the an-
cient kids' code ("Thou shalt not learn or educate thyself
for the duration of summer vacation"). Former camper
Kellie Hyde says "I've learned more in three weeks than
I will ever learn in one school year. Also I've met many
great people." Christy Valdes thinks that "this program
was a wonderful experience for me, and I feel (it was)
very beneficial in helping me overcome my blocks
against science and math."

The only real requirement of the camp is that each
girl have completed the eighth grade within Pinellas
County, Florida, and be about to enter the ninth grade,
also in Pinellas. The camp has always been a commu-
nity-based program. It began in 1991 with state fund-
ing. That funding evaporated two years later, and since
then the camp has survived through a combination of
national (National Science Foundation) funding and lo-
cal community support. Now the national funding is
about to disappear as well, but fortunately local dona-
tions have been used to establish and build up a set of
endowments to carry the camp forward. The quilts made
by the campers, camp staff and Suncoast Quilting Circle
guild members this year brought in enough money -
nearly $6000 - to complete all of the endowments.

When Peter Betzer, the chairman of the department
of marine science here at USF, saw that the national fund-
ing was going to dry up, he alerted the community. Ann
Puffer, of The Sewing Circle quilt store in St. Peters-
burg, already knew about the camp. A neighbor's daugh-
ter had attended a few years before, and Ann had her
eye on the camp for her own daughter, who was almost
old enough. As she relates, "Peter wrote an outreach let-
ter to women in business, to recruit support for the pro-
gram. So I called him and told him that I just had a little
quilt shop, but that maybe we'd be interested in doing
something, maybe a quilt or something like that."

The idea of involving the campers in the quilting
evolved over time. The first year, summer of 1997, it all
came together a little bit late to actively include the girls.
Ann and the camp staff had a great time making the first
oceanography quilts, though. And it was successful as a
fund-raiser, so everyone wanted to do it again this year.

I need to digress for a while, to tell you more about
The Sewing Circle shop. It's only a couple of miles from
my apartment, so I drove by it probably dozens of times
before I finally went in. I should've come in sooner.

The shop has been at the same location (408 33rd
Avenue N., St. Petersburg, Florida) since the 1970s, when
Ann's mother ran it as an all-purpose fabric store. As
Ann grew up and became more involved with the fam-
ily business, it changed more and more into a quilting
store, reflecting her interests.

The fact that this is a quilters' store is immediately
apparent. The walls are covered with bolts of fabric, of

Ann Puffer shows one of the campers how to keep
the piecing accurate.

http://www.marine.usf.edu/girlscamp/


The Virtual Quilt Page 4

course, but the center of the main room is devoted to a
couple of tables, around which to sit and talk and quilt.
There are sewing machines set up nearby. It's a cozy
atmosphere, perfect for sewing alone or with friends.
When I went there to talk to Ann for this article, I wasn't
too surprised to see two staff members of the marine
science department there
before me, playing hooky
and quilting on a weekday
afternoon.

That's just the main
room. There's also a good-
sized and well-equipped
classroom. Their business
seems to revolve around
the classes. Next week
they're offering a "fish
stocking" class. I'm ex-
tremely curious about that,
but unfortunately I'll be out
of town that week.

The fabric selection is
wide. The prices are higher
than you'll find at the big
chain fabric stores, but the
quality of the fabrics is also
much better. Just a few
minutes of browsing is sure
to lead you to several "must
have" fabrics.

If you come to the
Tampa Bay area, definitely
stop by The Sewing Circle.
It's right off of 4th Street, next to the Hungry Bear cafe.

Ann Puffer designed both of the campers' quilts and
selected the fabrics. She chose patterns that would work
well with a group of novices; "We used a technique called
fast triangle paper piecing. It's very accurate, because
you actually layer paper on top of your fabric layers and
literally sew on the lines, and then cut away. And for
people who don't sew a lot, it's comforting to have a
straight line to sew along. It worked out real well."

The girls caught on surprisingly well. Paper piec-
ing may be a beginner-friendly technique, but it does
require a certain amount of accuracy. Ann and the camp
counselors showed examples of what the finished blocks
should look like. They also advised the girls on the im-
portance of making the intersections line up properly

and showed them how to pin the layers together, but
then "the girls really just took off with it."

Of course, these girls didn't come to camp to learn
how to sew; they came to dissect fish and peer into mi-
croscopes and stuff like that. Ann's daughter was in the
camp this summer, and reported to her mom that on the

way to the shop for their
first evening of quilting,
"they were kind of like
'Sewing? Why are we sew-
ing?' And on the way back,
she said everyone wanted
to come back the next night
and do some more because
she said they really had a
good time."

The girls weren't the
only ones learning new
skills. In addition to the
two campers' quilts, which
were given away by raffle
(I didn't win, unfortu-
nately), several others were
sold in an auction, all to
benefit the camp.

The camp counselors
started making appliqued
fish blocks for one quilt.
They got a little carried
away with the fun of it,
though, and soon they had
way too many fish for the
quilt. Linda Kelbaugh,

who works in the marine science department, couldn't
bear to see them go to waste, so she assembled the ex-
tras into a second quilt, one which is actually one of my
favorites. The fish are framed in a "split rail" pattern (at
The Sewing Circle's suggestion) with vibrant purple and
yellow sashing reminiscent of waves.

The counselors and the USF staff actually made
yet another fish quilt, this time using paper piecing. As
Ann Puffer comments, "It worked so well the first time
that we felt like, well, why change it?" This quilt con-
tains three different fish designs: moderately easy, tricky,
and very, very tricky. Tracy Christner, one of the USF
quilters, pointed out that the quilt quickly filled up with
the easy fish, a few medium fish, and only four of the
hard ones. I think the resulting balance is stunning,
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though.
Tracy Christner got her

first chance to make an entire
quilt by herself this summer.
She made a USF spirit quilt,
which was also sold off at the
auction. It's all done in white,
green and yellow, the
University's school colors.
Some of the blocks are from
USF T-shirts, and some are col-
lages of newspaper clippings,
tickets to the very first ever USF
football game (this past year),
and other memorabilia. Talking
to Tracy, it's apparent that she
really enjoyed the process. To
make the collages, she first
grouped the items and photo-
copied them onto transparency
sheets, like one uses with over-
head projectors. She used them
instead of paper so that only the collage images, and not
the color of the paper, would appear on the fabric. Then
she was able to have the designs put onto "transfer sheets"
at the closest copy store. At that point they can be ironed
onto the fabric, but she found the results were more uni-
form when the fabric transfer was done at the copy store
on a machine designed for the purpose.

Tracy loved the quilt when it was finished, and says
she would like to do more, if only she can find the time
- "I had fun; it's kind of a neat experience to sit around
in a relaxed atmosphere with other people and you can
actually work on something and talk at the same time.
It's just a really nice way to make new friends."

In addition, the local guild, the Suncoast Quilting
Circle, got in on the action. They donated two exquisite
full-size quilts for the auction. The first, a field of purple
flowers on a white background, brought in $500 at the
auction. The other one I really wanted to take home. It
was a pattern of interlocking rings in rich colors against
a white background fabric. Both were finely made and
were wonderful additions to the program.

All in all, everybody came out of the summer of
oceanography and quilting a little richer for the experi-
ence. The camp, of course, made enough money to guar-
antee the future salaries for graduate students working
with the campers as mentors. The girls learned new skills

and found new, and possibly unexpected, interests. Ann
Puffer got some great exposure for her shop and infected
a few innocent future customers with the quilting bug.
Everyone in the camp and at the Sewing Circle raves
about the experience. As Ann Puffer says, "it's a real
win-win situation."
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By Carol Miller

What a pleasure it was to discover the Art of the
Quilt, a local invitational quilt
show, held October 16-Novem-
ber 30 in Martinsville, VA.
Award winning machine
quilter, Linda Fielder, orga-
nized the show, inviting quilt
artists she admired to submit
their works.  The result was a
tiny jewel, set in the Piedmont
Arts Association building
where quilts were treated like
the finest works of art.

As guest curator, Linda
was asked to include represen-
tations of all the quilting forms
- from traditional to contempo-
rary.  She also included some
stunning pieces of wearable art,
not the least of which was her
coat covered with her trade-
mark thread painted flowers.
Displayed to stunning advan-
tage on a mannikin, the temptation to try it on was al-

Quilt Show Review:
The Art of the Quilt

most overwhelming.
The quilts ranged from a Christmas sampler con-

taining both pieced and appliqued blocks, through tra-
ditional applique samplers,
pictoral quilts, totally freeform
creations, pieces with hand-
dyed fabrics, pieces with snip-
pets sewed on or voile laid over
them all the way to a stunning
optical illusion quilt by Karen
Combs.

The 41 artists represented
were limited to the Southeast-
ern States and included such
well known names as Georgia
Bonesteel, Susan Brittingham,
Carol Britt, Marge Edie, Lois
Smith and Darra Williamson.

Did I love them all? No, I
have to admit that some of the
more modern ones left me won-
dering what the artist had been
thinking.  Other pieces left me
simply breathless in admira-
tion.  But the real joy was see-

ing quilts displayed as art, well hung, well lit and even
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launched on their way with a catered affair complete
with wine.  A large crowd attended and was suitably
impressed, even though they were NOT quilters.

Hooray for Martinsville, a tiny town in a depressed
part of our state that had the courage to build a wonder-
ful community gallery and then to invite Linda to stage
the first Biennial Invitational Quilt Show!  Mark your
calendar for the fall of 2000 - they're going to do it again.

Carol Miller is an occasional contributor to TVQ.
She is webmistress of the Virginia Consortium of Quilters
and can be reached at webmistress@vcq.org.

SCHOOLHOUSE ENTERPRISES
in association with planet patchwork

Gridded Geese(c) is a unique paper foundation method for mass-producing Flying Geese
units up to 24 at once (no kidding!). Schoolhouse Enterprises, inventors and manufacturers
of this revolutionary product, offers both a printed version of their catalog, and an on-line
(http://www.planetpatchwork.com/store/index.cfm?DID=21) shopping cart service in con-
junction with Planet Patchwork. You can safely order online through Planet Patchwork's
secure server with your credit card!

The folks at Schoolhouse Enterprises and Planet Patchwork search for items for quilters
(and friends of quilters) which are unique and often overlooked by other catalogs you might
connect with. Check out their on-line catalog, which offers such interesting items as Photos-
to-Fabric(tm) photo transfer paper, Ott Lights, beautiful embossed note cards, kaleidoscope
pendants, and much more! And while you're visiting, be sure to check out the current Monthly
$pecial!!

Schoolhouse has recently begun carrying the complete line of Electric Quilt products,
including EQ3 design software, and Sew Precise! and Sew Precise with Shirley Liby. School-
house is offering free shipping on these items now through Christmas!

If you're not able to access the web page, just e-mail Schoolhouse Enterprises
(mailto:gridgees@algorithms.com) with your "snail mail" (post office) address for your FREE
CATALOG and Sample of Gridded Geese(c)! (Sorry, but Samples are only available in the
printed catalogs.)

mailto:webmistress@vcq.org
http://www.planetpatchwork.com/store/index.cfm?DID=21
mailto:gridgees@algorithms.com
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RIVA: If ya wanna look good honey,
            your feet gotta hurt...
Ruth Reynolds
C&T Publishing, 1998
64 pages
MSRP: $16.95
Available at a discount from Planet Patchwork

Reviewed by Christina Holland

In 'RIVA', Ruth Reynolds brings us a new friend.
Riva is outspoken, has questionable fashion sense,
smokes and has a tattoo. She's also a housewife who
laments the chaos of the Campbell's Soup aisle at the
grocery store. She doesn't understand quilting - "who in
their right mind would
waste so much time
cutting up tiny slips of
fabric just to sew them
back together"? And
yet, Riva lives inside
of quilts, a character
devised by a quilter.

I guess you'd
have to categorize
Ruth Reynolds' work
as art quilts. Yet her
Riva quilts are totally
different from most art
quilts. This book is
also very different
from most art quilt
books, at least the
ones I've picked up.
Except for the intro-
duction, written in Ms.
Reynolds' own voice,
the entire text is writ-
ten from Riva's point
of view. She explains her opinions on any subject that
pops into her head - from her motorcycle to housework,
and from grocery shopping to the age-old question of

whether or not to wear panties with pantyhose.
As both Ruth and Riva are careful to explain, they

are not the same person. Many of the things that happen
in Riva's life may have also happened to her quilting
friend Ruth, but their reactions to the events may be very
different.

I suppose I'm biased towards this book. I've always
loved cartoons and animation, since long before I was
exposed to quilting. The Riva quilts showcased in this
collection are essentially cartoons. But while the car-
toons of an impatient person like myself consist of quick
sketches and caricatures, mostly done while I should be
working, Ruth Reynolds' cartoons of Riva are painstak-

ingly committed to
fabric. I may not un-
derstand that kind of
dedication to a
project, but I can't
help but admire it.

The quilts them-
selves are quite worth
seeing. The fabric
choices alone are
priceless.

I guess the best
way to describe them
is to quote Riva:

"Now between
you and me, Ruth was
no 'normal' quilter.
She didn't make fou-
fou bed quilts, with all
sorts of little pieces
sewn together like the
quilts I've seen in
magazines. Oh, no.
She made ART, or at

least that is what SHE called it. She used some of the
goofiest fabrics you have ever seen - like leopard skin,
and tiger prints, and lames, and brocades, and vinyls,

Book Review:RIVA

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1571200487/planetpatchworkA/
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and altho I too liked these types of fabrics, I was not
sure how they worked as materials in a quilt. And if all
these nutty fabrics weren't enuf - Ruth referred to them
as alternative fabrics, I think, because she just wanted to
be 'trendy' - she used tons of sequins and beads to fur-
ther still junk up the quilts. She remarked that it all just
added to the 'tacky factor' she wanted to achieve with
her work."

If you're like me, you'll spend a fair amount of time
with the quilt pictures about one inch from your eye,
muttering "how, exactly, did she do this, right here"?
Luckily, at least some of those questions are answered
by the ever helpful Riva.

The attention to detail makes the quilts more fun.
For instance, one quilt features a shelf stocked with
Campbell's soup. You may not notice, but as Riva points

out, every single variety of Campbell's soup currently
on the market is present. The other thing I noticed is that
the cans don't all face the front. They are rotated to vary-
ing degrees so that some of the labels cannot be entirely
read, making the whole effect more realistic.

The subject matter of the quilts is varied, although
all revolve around some aspect of Riva's life. One of my
favorites is the "Baltimore Album quilt," although it takes
a tongue in cheek approach that may offend some tradi-
tionalists. I'm also quite fond of the mammogram quilt,
made for the "Yes Ma'm" quilt contest for breast cancer
prevention. It won first prize.

Riva has plenty to say, and she says it in a humor-
ous and irreverent way. RIVA is an unusual sort of quilt
book, but it's loads of fun to read, and I heartily recom-
mend it.

PERFECT SQUARE
Perfect Square's mother is pregnant and about to have a new product. Perfect Triangle is due any day now.

Perfect Triangle is also a REUSABLE iron-on design but it will make quarter square triangles instead of half-
square triangles.

Perfect Square is growing up now and has gotten a job at a creative quilt pattern company and is doing quite
well.  In fact, patterns are being written exclusively for Perfect Square.  See the Perfect Square web site at

http://www.webworldinc.com/perfectsquare  for details.

http://www.webworldinc.com/perfectsquare/
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THE QUILTBROKER
Look forward to this year's 12 new original pat-

terns!

1999 -QuiltBroker Block of the Month Program.
This year will continue in the fine tradition of

half-square triangle patterns that you have enjoyed
this past year.

Everyone who joins our '99-QBQM Program
will get a free bonus pattern called the Christmas
Box.

http://www.quiltbroker.com

Have a Happy New Year!
Heidi Wurst, owner
mailto:lv2quilt@frii.com

DESERT THREADS
Custom Embroidery and Screenprinting

Want to make a splash at the next guild meeting or
quilt show? We embroider Ocean Waves, Jacob's Lad-
der, Shoo-fly and three other popular quilt designs on t-
shirts, sweatshirts, and large zippered tote bags. Avail-
able in a variety of colors on six different colored gar-
ments, these designs will be the envy of your quilting
friends.

We also specialize in custom logos for quilt guilds
and businesses. Also available are quality embroidered
custom labels for quilt backs. No minimum quantity is
required and vendor inquiries are welcome.

E-mail us for more information at
mailto:bob@desertthreads.sparks.nv.us   or visit our
website at http://www.greatbasin.net/~desertthr. You can
take a look at our designs and order online using our
automated form.

Desert Threads 195 Regier Springs Drive Sparks,
NV 89436 (702) 425-2726

THE QUILT BLOCK
We are a cottage industry located just outside of

Yosemite National Park. We specialize in clothing and
patterns for quilters and for people who love quilts.

We offer t-shirts and sweatshirts in sizes from me-
dium to xxx-large. All of our quilts are machine pieced.
Most of our patterns are easy enough for beginning
quilters. Come to the web site to see our watercolor
sweatshirt called "Kristie's Watercolor." There are 361
pieces in the quilt. Come see what else we have to offer
at our website at http://www.sierratel.com/thequiltblock!

Or e-mail for more information to
mailto:gastinc@sierratel.com

The Quilt Block P.O. Box 127 Midpines, CA 95345

(209) 742-5418 Fax: (209) 742-7662

SILVER DOLLAR
SHEEP STATION
The MINI DUST-IT.  Genuine sheepskin duster on

a 6" stick that is perfect for picking up dust and lint from
your sewing machine and serger. Soft, beautiful sheep-
skin won't scratch polished surfaces. Picks up the lint
and tiny threads; doesn't spread them around. Prevents
lint build-up. Inexpensive way to protect expensive sew-
ing machines and sergers.  Fun and handy to use.  Also
works great on the computer.

Price:  $3.50 each including mailing.

To order send check to

Silver Dollar Sheep Station 5020 Winding Way
Sacramento, CA  95841. 800-887-8742. E-mail:
mailto:Sheep50@aol.com.

SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER: Because
we manufacture the Mini Dust-it to a very high stan-
dard, we currently have a supply of imperfects. They
may be thinner and not as pretty or have some other
defect, but they still work great!

And best of all we offer these to you for just $1,
including postage. You can order them at the address
above and enjoy this wonderful product at a bargain
price!

http://www.quiltbroker.com
mailto:lv2quilt@frii.com
bob@desertthreads.sparks.nv.us
http://www.greatbasin.net/~desertthr
mailto:sheep50@aol.com
http://www.sierratel.com/thequiltblock/
mailto:gastinc@sierratel.com
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Dawn Duperault says she wishes she
knew more about her family's quilting tra-
ditions, but she actually knows quite a bit,
and it was clearly instrumental in her be-
coming a quilter. "I learned to sew from
my mother about the time I stopped put-
ting things in my mouth and could safely
hold a needle," she says. "She made a very
few quilts as I was growing up, and I re-
ally learned about the craft from my ma-
ternal grandmother. It was the '70s, you
see, and quilting wasn't a hobby that mod-
ern women indulged in. :) My grand-
mother had all this wonderful cut out fab-
ric, templates, and the big old-fashioned
frame set up in the livingroom. I learned
later that she would make quilts to sell in
the area to supplement the farming in-
come. She's had to give that up because
of failing eyesight, but one of my aunts
has taken up the job now. I'm told my
great-grandmother also quilted, and beau-
tifully, but that all her quilts were burned
in the stove when they became too old
and worn out to be used.

"My grandmother made me two quilts when I was
growing up, and I still have them. One is the worse for
wear and washings. I made a few attempts at doll quilts
when I was much younger, but was more interested in
making doll clothes and stuffed animals. I made a baby
quilt when I was in high school, from all the wonderful
dressmaking scraps from my mother's sewing projects.
It's made from red, orange, pink, brown and grey
doubleknit polyester squares. It was supposed to be a
checkerboard pattern, but the squares stretched so much
when they were sewn into strips that it's pretty badly
skewed. It's got a light blue backing, and the binding is
finished in red embroidery floss in a herringbone stich. I
tied it with flourescent blue floss. The scary part was

QUILTER PROFILE
Dawn Duperault

that I didn't finish it until a few years ago, and I was able
to match the blue floss to colors still in the stores. Need-
less to say, there's no picture of THAT one on my web
site!"

As she grew up, Dawn's impetus for quilting was
similar to her foremothers' in another way -- she was
poor. "I got interested in larger projects when I was in
college. Like most students I was broke. Really, really,
broke, not just lacking in beer and pizza money. I couldn't
afford a warm blanket for our New England winters, but
I could buy small pieces of fabric as they went on sale in
the department store I was working in. After a few
months I had collected enough 1/8 yards to start a queen-
sized 9-patch in pink and blue bunny prints. I worked

Dawn reclining in one of her costumes.
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on that periodically, on the flea-market sewing machine
my boyfriend brought home one weekend. It's still not
finished, by the way. I'm hand quilting that one, and it's
the one that turned me off the whole idea of hand quilt-
ing."

Dawn's quilts are in a traditional style, influenced
by her family, but she has added a modern twist. "I
learned to imitate the style I saw in my grandmother's
house. That side of the family is one of the many Ger-
man immigrant families who settled in Pennsylvania,
and while not Amish, that influence is (or was) preva-
lent in the area. So I picked up on the wide borders and
the traditional designs, but using calico scraps instead
of solids.

"I'm still partial to the traditional patterns. I see so
much potential with the new fabrics, where the colors
and designs could be really stunning. I think too many
people give up on the traditional patterns because they
can only imagine them in drab calico. Most of the de-

signs can be rotary cut and strip-pieced, and I really like
that convenience."

Dawn has recently moved from Dallas, Texas to
Kansas City, but she retains ties to her quilt guild in
Dallas. "I joined the Dallas guild fairly recently, less than
two years ago, because they have wonderful speakers
every month who come and talk and show slides. I like
to see what other people do, and hear why they do it.
This is my first and only involvement with a group like
that. I used to join the guild 'friendship group' in my
neighborhood for weekly sewing and socializing, but
had to give that up when I went to work full-time. Most
of my quilting has been done in 'solitary,' away from the
presence of other quilters."

Dawn has written sometimes lengthy reviews of
these monthly speakers' presentations at her website,
which you can find at http://ares.redsword.com/
dduperault/qsource.htm. She also manages the website
for the Dallas quilt guild. Dawn has had a long, abiding

30x30" Pinwheels and Virginia Reels. "A wallhanging made for a Keepsake Challenge competition. Each
Virginia Reel block is made of 16 pieces and measures 2.5 inches across. They were not foundation-
pieced. This picture shows the top before it was bound and quilted. I was not able to get Tiger off it long
enough to take a picture."

http://ares.redsword.com/dduperault/qsource.htm
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interest in the web since its earliest days, and has over
the years built her site into one of the most interesting
and information-packed quilting sites anywhere. "I got
interested in computers way back in the dark ages of
technology when there was only one Phone Company
and computers were big room-filling things owned by
governments and
cold-war scientists. I
fiddled around with
some Basic program-
ming in high school,
and learned enough in
college to be able to
use the engineering
lab to do my English
homework, though I
didn't actually take
any computer courses
until grad school.
Computers have al-
ways just sort of been
there in my life. I'm a
librarian by training,
but currently working
as a business analyst
and web applications
developer. We make
business applications
that work over the
internet, specifically
the WWW, as com-
pared to static web
pages.

"I'd known
about the WWW
when it first became
available, but didn't
see much use for it.
When browsers
started supporting
images and it got easy
to use I saw the poten-
tial for creating a
more interactive re-
source for textile fanatics. At the time, the summer of
'94, there was no good source for quilting or costuming
information. There were web pages, sure, but they were
almost always lists of all the other web pages, and you

could hop from list to list and never find any actual con-
tent. I initially wanted to do the costuming information,
but had limitations on the graphics that would be re-
quired. The programs I needed to do the artwork were
still expensive, and not many people had graphical
browsers. So I started putting together a text-based FAQ

site for quilting. I an-
nounced it in the
usenet group and got
a few responses
along the lines of
'good idea,' but re-
ceived zero content
contributions. I kept
plugging away at it
over the years, and
have received won-
derful feedback from
visitors.

"In fact, the
traffic has been
steadily increasing,
to the point where it
is causing problems
with my host. Most
of that is the costume
section of my site. I
put up about 6 pages
of costume info last
year, and in 4 months
it accounted for half
of the traffic through
my site. That sur-
prised me, since it
took 150+ quilting
pages to make up the
other half. This year
I was a featured site
in Infoseek's
halloween costume
listing, and it really
strained the server.
The quilting was
popular, but the re-

sponse for the costuming has been incredible, and I'm
trying to concentrate my efforts there at the moment."

Asked how her quilting and interest in costumes
are related, Dawn says they are simply different creative

John's Office Quilt, 14x18 inches. This started as an experiment
with paper foundation patterns, in miniature, two things I had not
done before. I pulled the brightest fabrics from my stash, many
of them are pieces from online charm swaps. It hangs now in his
cube at work and he gets asked "Where did you find the neat
poster?"
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avenues for her interest in textiles. "I look at quilting
and costuming as offshoots of being able to sew. Both
contain skill subsets of the latter. My interest switches
between the two, and into fashion and home dec sewing
as well. I did some theatre in high school and college,
and played SCA for a while, too. I discovered after a
while that I liked making the outfits more than the poli-
ticking that goes with the various rec-creation groups,
so I've drifted away from active participation, but I still
enjoy the creative part.

"Aside from the
skills required, the con-
nection between the two is
the creativity involved. I
like making things. I en-
joy spending my time de-
signing, creating, and hav-
ing a tangible result of my
effort to show when I'm
done. I also craft minia-
ture furniture and
dollhouses. In many ways
the web site is also an ex-
pression of creativity for
me, from the articles I
write to selecting the im-
ages that will be used for
the look of the page."

In spite of her long
experience with comput-
ers, Dawn doesn't use a
computer quilt design pro-
gram. "I looked at them
when they became available and didn't see anything I
could use them for," she says. "Since my sewing area is
distinct from my computer work space, I'd have been
going back and forth between the two, which is lousy
for designing. I also tend to do a lot of scrap quilts, start-
ing with a handful of fabrics and sort of faking it as I go
along. The software doesn't (or didn't) support the use
of multiple colors, and the fill patterns used for fabrics
were terrible. There's one out now that uses 'real' fabric
scans, but I'd be spending a lot of time making a com-
puter quilt instead of the real one, so I skip it. There is
also no current software for the Windows NT platform,
which is what I use. I do my design either in my head, or
on graph paper if it's complicated."

Likewise, Dawn takes a pragmatic view of the

internet. She isn't deeply involved in any online group
and tends to use the net as a resource. "I think the internet
has really become a valuable tool for new quilters or
costumers to use when looking for information and oth-
ers who share the interest. To someone who is willing to
take the time to learn to use it there is a wide varity of
information available. Unfortunately, in my experience
most quilters are afraid of their computers and have the
silly idea that they'll never be able to figure the thing
out. These are the same people who can work magic

with multi-stitch sewing
machines, navigate the
intricacies of bobbins
and thread winding, and
plan out the use of 50
different fabrics in an in-
tricate graphical design.
Yet they can't manipulate
a web browser or use a
search engine. It's time
for women to get over
that and give themselves
credit for having a brain.

"I haven't seen
much computer influ-
ence on quilting. The
programs enable us to do
the same design we've
been doing for centuries,
maybe faster, maybe
with a new tool, but
hasn't changed how we
do the work or the out-

put of that effort. Where it has helped is with the com-
munication, though the same could be said of any hobby.
We have more books, more clip art for our newsletters,
and tons of internet related material. We can print text to
iron on, scan images of our quilts, and keep records of
the fabric we bought and how the antiques came to be in
our possession, but we still have to cut the fabric out
and sew it. Computers don't do that, we do."

Dawn has a clear idea of where her computing ends
and her quilting begins. But she has been one of the early
leaders in making quilting knowledge widely and freely
available through the web. Obviously a labor of love,
her website is a rich resource that computing quilters
would be loath to do without. And you can also see her
quilts there!

Circle Patchwork Sampler. "I made this as an exercise to
see if circle patchwork is really as easy as it looks. It was.
The fabrics came from Fastrax. This piece is about 18"
across. I think the next time I do this I will limit myself to
one fabric for the centers."
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MY FAVORITE
THIMBLE

Combining the best features of metal and leather
thimbles, My Favorite Thimble's tough, colorful, rub-
bery surface grips the needle for wonderful stitch con-
trol, while the metal base guarantees that you never have
to worry about sticking your finger. This thimble is a
breeze to pick up or put down when you need to switch
to another task.

My Favorite Thimble comes in two styles. You can
choose between the standard royal blue, and my new
embellished version on which I have added colorful free-
form designs. Both styles work equally well, the embel-
lished one just puts a smile on your face.

NEWS FLASH!!  My Favorite Thimble now has
a new Web Site with more products, answers to your
Frequently Asked Questions, and a monthly newsletter.
If you order from our new site at
www.myfavoritethimble.com and mention Planet Patch-
work, we will send you a FREE package of 5 Thread
Maid thread organizers.  Questions or comments? - email
us at hanner@mindspring.com. Or, to order by snail mail,
send check for $6.00 for the classic Blue or $10.00 for
the Embellished My Favorite Thimble with your choice
of size (petite, small, medium, large or x-large) to:

Chris Hanner & Company
3687 Coldwater Lane
Snellville, GA  30039
email: hanner@mindspring.com

http://www.myfavoritethimble.com

Greenhaven
Enterprises

Quilt Retreats on the Olympic Peninsula

Visiting Washington State??  Stay with a quilter
and her cat, Oliver.

The Herbolds live just outside of Sunny Sequim.
Their home, set in the tall trees, is warm, pleasant,
and affordable.

Norma can direct you to quilt shops in the area,
plus the natural wonders located on the Olympic Pen-
insula.  She can also plan a personal retreat for you
and three quilting friends, or cross stitch buddies, or
rubber stampers! You name it.

You are invited to visit the website for
Greenhaven Enterprises, Quilt Retreats on the Olym-
pic Peninsula, where you can check out Norma's
quilts, learn more about Sequim, and of course, see
Oliver.  http://www.olypen.com/normah

You may email Norma at normah@olypen.com
or call 360-681-0364 for more information.

Is the web a mystery?

Quilt Channel can help!
www.quiltchannel.com

“...an amazing reference...”
“...THE book to integrate the art of Quilting

with the skill of the Computer...”
“A must buy, if you quilt and compute. ”

Now available at Planet Patchwork

http://www.olypen.com/normah/
mailto:normah@olypen.com
http://www.myfavoritethimble.com/
http://www.myfavoritethimble.com/
mailto:hanner@mindspring.com
mailto:hanner@mindspring.com
http://www.quiltchannel.com/
http://www.planetpatchwork.com/store/index.cfm?DID=21
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Beautiful hand-dyed fabric perfect for piecing, ap-
plique and pictorial quilts.  Colors range from a sunrise
spectrum of mauves, pinks, and golds to deep purples,
blues and teals. Available in the following convenient
packages:

8 step color progression- fat eighth cuts- 1 yard
$25.00 12 step color wheel- 6"x22"cuts  1 yard $25.00
24 step color wheel- 6"x22" cuts 2 yards $45.00 10"
squares 1.5 yards $35.00

Send a self addressed, stamped envelope for free
samples and full price list or to order send check or money
order to:

Jay Dee Designs 18640 South Lowrie Loop Eagle
River, Alaska 99577

E-mail: mailto:unique@alaska.net

JAYDEE DESIGNS

CLICK HERE
for information on
how to advertise in

The Virtual Quilt

HICKORY HILL QUILTS

The Craft Connection (http://www.craftconn.com/)is the place for you if you want to buy, make, or sell
handcrafted items on the Internet. We sell quality cotton fabric at a discount, vintage ties for crazy quilts, and we'll
soon be selling threads at a discount.  All fabrics are linked to coordinating fabrics, so you know your choices will
look great together.  We try to find fabrics you won't see anywhere else. And we'll package them into packets of fat
eighths, fat quarters, or 5" squares, so you can get a good variety without a big cash outlay. Among our fabric
categories are florals, almost solids, and guy stuff.

Every month two fabrics are for sale at 20 percent off our already discounted prices. At our Crafters Mall, you
can purchase quilts, vests, paintings, and music box kits, and we're adding new crafters to our mall all the time.
You can use your credit card online on our secure server to safely purchase our fabrics and also our crafters'
products. If you're a crafter, you can sell here and take credit cards without having your own credit card vendor
account.

Check out our Free Stuff.  Each month we offer a new pattern and a new lesson. Come by our website at
http://www.craftconn.com/

THE CRAFT CONNECTION

The Feedsack Club is delighted to announce that it will once again hold a conference concurrently with the
Quilters Heritage Celebration in Lancaster PA on April 8 - 10 1999.

The conference continues to grow in size each year and has moved to the Holiday Inn at 521 Greenfield Rd,
Lancaster PA, just down the street from the Quilters Heritage Celebration and across from the Tourist Bureau.  The
additional room at the new location means even MORE exhibits, lectures and demonstrations.

Lectures and classes are planned, including  new products demonstrations - come and learn about Gridded
Geese & Thangles. Events include the Show & Share, Raffles, a quilt contest, an auction, and, of course, vendors!
Throughout the convention, look for buying, selling and trading of feedsacks and other fun stuff as well as door
prizes. For more information, E-mail baglady111@aol.com.

http://www.craftconn.com/
http://www.craftconn.com/
mailto:baglady111@aol.com
mailto:unique@alaska.net
http://www.planetpatchwork.com/adcard.htm
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Quilt Shop Service -- Discount Prices
20% off retail on most items. When you visit PineTree Quiltworks' website catalog, don't forget to check

out the Virtual Fabric store, where fabric is discounted! With more than 2500 bolts on the floor, more fabric goes
on the website catalog each week, at prices 20% off retail.

Don't miss PineTree's **New** Stash Stockers(tm), the exciting selections of six fat quarters from top manu-
facturers!

PineTree now carries the complete line of EQ software, including New SEW PRECISE stand-alone software
for foundation piecing,and SEW PRECISE 3 -- Shirley Liby Designs.. You'll find it with EQ 3 and Block Base
software and the books, TOO MUCH FUN, EQ3 SIMPLIFIED The Basics, and the EQ3 BLOCK BOOK.

PineTree is proud to offer Quilter's Cotton fine cotton batts as well as the full lines of Hobbs' and  Fairfield's
cottons, blends, and polys. Look for tools to make applique easier and more fun; fabric and hand care products;
pencils and markers; templates and template plastic; needlecraft gloves; rotary cutters and related supplies; rip-
pers, clippers, snippers, and scissors; machine sewing needles; seven (!) brands of hand sewing needles -- includ-
ing Jeana Kimball's renowned Foxglove Cottage needles; basting systems; thread, including Mettler and Gutermann
cotton sewing and quilting, Tire silk sewing, and Sulky rayon, metallic, and sliver, and *new* Roxy 100% cotton
thread on economical 1200-yard spools; patterns ... and

There are many more books at PineTree than you'll find in the books listing online, so if you don't see what
you want, e-mail and ask. All books are discounted 20%.

Just scope out the website catalog at http//quilt.com/pinetree and place your credit card order from the
***new*** secure website order form. Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover are welcome.

Free with each order a hard copy of the catalog and a Mettler thread color card!
PineTree is online to answer questions about quilting products at mailto:pinetree@quiltworks.com

BREAKING TRADITIONS
"Breaking Traditions" Cathedral Windows Quick Method Quilt book was created to cut the level of difficulty

and time required by the traditional method of making this beloved quilt. Full color cover, clear directions, mea-
surement charts and many illustrations guide new and seasoned quilters to make a durable masterpiece entirely by
sewing machine. U.S. residents can own this one-of-a-kind quilt book for only $8.95 each plus postage and han-
dling ($1.95 for one copy, $0.45 for each additional). Send check or money order to:

Bountiful Press
P.O Box 130197
Tampa, FL 33681-0197

Others write or e-mail BountiPres@aol.com for price.

For more information visit our website at http://members.aol.com/bountipres

http://quilt.com/pinetree/
mailto:pinetree@quiltworks.com
mailto:bountipres@aol.com
http://members.aol.com/bountipres/
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Like any news publication, TVQ is always hungry
for information about new developments in the area we
are trying to cover. If you have an idea for a story, or
want to tell the world about something you are doing
which relates to computers and quilting, we’d like to
hear about it.

We’d like news of new classes starting up to teach
quilt design on computers, or new approaches to that
teaching. New products, maillists, World Wide Web
pages, etc., are all fair game, and we’d appreciate any
tips you can provide. Send your tips by e-mail to
rholland@atlanta.com.

If you have a comment about an article, a com-
plaint or a correction, we’re glad to hear that, too, and
may publish some comments as letters to the editor.
Again, these may be sent to rholland@atlanta.com.

COMMENTS, QUESTIONS,
NEWS, IDEAS, BRICKBATS? The

Virtual Quilt
A Newsletter for

Computing Quilters

Editor and Publisher: Robert Holland, Decatur, GA

Copyright (c) 1998 by Robert Holland. All rights re-
served. This file may not be reproduced in any form
except to be printed out for the personal use of the
subscriber without the expressed, written consent of
the copyright holder.

Most graphics designed & ©1996 by Mary Graham.
Layout and Acrobat conversion by C. Holland.

PCQuilt for Windows
PCQuilt for Windows is easy to learn and easy to use quilting software. The block and the quilt are on the

same screen so you can see your quilt emerge as you design and color your blocks. Combine blocks in a variety of
ways to see endless new designs. The program includes all the features that have always made PCQuilt easy and
fun to use. Now with the new Windows version, PCQuilt will help you estimate your yardage, print templates,
quilts and blocks, and has a friendly Windows interface with easy to use toolbars. PCQuilt comes with a extensive
library of blocks, border, quilts, palettes and fabric patterns.  PCQuilt is also available for the Macintosh. Look for
PCQuilt at your local Husqvarna VIKING Dealer or visit our website at

http://www.pcquilt.com

Nina Antze • 7061 Lynch Road • Sebastopol, CA 95472
 707- 823-8494 • 1-800-731-8886

HOW TO ADVERTISE IN TVQ

Our advertisers, both here in the newsletter and at the TVQ website, have found TVQ to be an effective and
economical way to reach thousands of online quilters. Ads in the newsletter are only $5 each (up to 100 words,
inquire about longer ads) or 3 for $10, and there are also attractive packages available which combine newsletter
and website ads.

For more information e-mail rholland@atlanta.com or visit http://www.tvq. com/adcard.htm.  We specialize in
helping small quilting-related businesses gain exposure on the internet.

mailto:rholland@atlanta.com
http://www.stomptokyo.com/chris/
http://www.pcquilt.com/
http://www.planetpatchwork.com/adcard.htm
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NAME.

MAILING ADDRESS

E-MAIL ADDRESS

ALTERNATE E-MAIL (if available)

Enclosed is $5.00 (check or money order made out to ROBERT HOLLAND) for 8 issues of TVQ, delivered as an
ascii file by e-mail.

SUBSCRIBE TO TVQ!
I can get in touch with you.  An alternative e-mail ad-
dress, if you have one, is also helpful. You will receive
an e-mail acknowledgment of your subscription when it
is received.

FOR THOSE OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES:
I realize that obtaining money orders in US dollars can
be expensive in some countries. I have talked to my bank
and they will accept checks drawn on foreign banks for
deposit to my account. The checks MUST have an elec-
tronic routing number on them (the computer-style num-
bers at the bottom) and MUST be made out in US dol-
lars. The amount will be debited from your account ac-
cording to the exchange rate at the time of processing at
your bank. NOTE: Please CHECK WITH YOUR BANK
before doing this. Some will not allow it, and others will
CHARGE YOU A FEE, so be sure to check first.

Some enterprising folks have found that the cheap-
est way is to purchase and mail American currency. I
will accept cash, but cannot take responsibility for its
possible loss in the mails!

If you would like to continue receiving this news-
letter (the ASCII version) in your e-mail about every 6
weeks for the next year, all it requires is a small contri-
bution of $5.00!

That buys you 8 issues in which you will find more
in-depth reviews of quilt design software, more profiles
of quilters, as well as profiles of online quilting commu-
nities. These features will be interspersed with news of
developments in the quickly changing and expanding
world of online quilting.

TVQ is also available to subscribers on the World
Wide Web. The graphically enhanced web version can
be seen at http:// planetpatchwork.com/tvqmain/. Future
issues will also be converted into Adobe Acrobat for-
mat.

To subscribe, fill out the form on this page and send
it with a check or money order for $5.00 made out to
Robert Holland, to 140 Ridley Circle, Decatur, GA
30030-1117. Be sure to fill out the form completely, in-
cluding your e-mail and street addresses so if there is a
problem with your subscription (like bounced messages)

http://www.planetpatchwork.com/tvqmain/

