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BOOK REVIEW:

FOOLING YOUR EYES

Optical Illusions for Quilters

By Karen Combs

American Quilter’s Society, 1997

162 pages, $22.95

Available at a discount from the Planet Patchwork
Quilters Bookstore
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/
|SBN=0891458921/planetpatchworkA/

One of the qualities that distinguishes “fine” art
from primitive, or folk art, is the effective use of per-
spective. Medieval paintings and contemporary folk art
painting, for instance, often share a flathess or a distor-
tionin therelative sizes of “far” and “near” objects that
tell usthe artist is not trained in
(or has no interest in) creating
realistic illusions of depth.
Quilters, too, over time have
learned to use more advanced
techniquesin their art.

In “Optical Illusions for
Quilters,” Karen Combs provides
quilters the ultimate reference,
shy of formal training in art, for
mastering not only perspective
but awide array of other “illu-
sions’ that can add depth, motion,
and interest to quilts. Whether the
goal isto create arealistic pic-
ture or a quilt of dancing paral-
lelograms that seems to recede
into infinity, this book explores
and explains the various ways it
can be done.

Depth, perspective, maotion,
and color are the four major top-
ics that organize the book, as Combs takes a highly tech-

nical and potentially intimidating subject and breaks it
down into its component parts, with lots of illustrations

and photos to help make things clear. She walks us
through one-point, two-point, three-point and isometric
perspective with the help of detailed diagrams and step-
by-step instructions on how to draw objects in these
ways, and how to apply it to quilt design.

Combs applies the same detailed and painstaking
explanation to the variety of factors that contribute to
theillusion of motion on aflat surface. In both realistic
and abstract images, including many quilts, she demon-
strates how art can be brought to life with simple tech-
niques for suggesting movement through the proper ar-
rangement of juxtaposition of elements. The explana-
tions are both academic and practical, and in many cases
they are inspirational aswell, by showing what can be
created by applying these techniques through simple
forms.

The last section of the
book, on color, demonstrates
how colors play off one another
and can be manipulated to cre-
ateillusions of space, advanc-
ing or receding to our de-
lighted-to-be-deceived eye.

Although the book ex-
plores some arcane territory,
Combs never forgets that her
audienceis quilters, not scien-
tists, and ties all of her obser-
vations and lessons back to
quilting. Each section contains
several pages of traditional
quilt blocks that show the char-
acteristics of depth, motion or
other illusion that she has been
talking about in the chapter. At
the end of the book isasection
of 12-inch patterns and tem-
plates for blocks which lend
themselvesto illusionistic design.

Best of all for those of us who must have our des-
sert first isthe liberal sprinkling of gorgeous quilts used
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as illustrations throughout. Not stinting on the colored
ink, AQS has produced stunning and generously sized
plates on nearly every page. The quiltsarein all styles,
from realistic pictorials such as Cynthia England’s
“Come into the Light” to abstract inspirations such as
Ellen Anne Eddy’s “Quilts in Space” or Emily
Richardson’s mysterious “ Journey: Lost/Found,” which
looks like avision of the Underworld. The only thing

marring this aspect of the book isthat afew of the pho-
tographs are muddy or out-of-focus.

Injust the right balance of pedagogical detail and
artistic fancy, Karen Combs has created a book which
will become dog-eared with use by both beginners and
quilting veterans who want to add that “extra dimen-

sion” to their art. E’j

Product Raview

By Addy Harkavy

Fun-dation Piecing Foundation
22" wide, retail $1.50/yard

If you make your own foundations and dread rip-
ping off paper but don’'t want to use a permanent cloth
foundation, Fun-dation, a polyester tear-away fabric may
befor you! It wasalot of fun to play with, easy to stitch
on, and easy to remove.

What more could | ask?

After marking (tracing my pattern, aslightly intri-
cate, challenging thing that I’ d drawn for the occasion,
onto Fun-dation, | stitched up the design and began to
remove the backing. Fun-dation was considerably easier
to remove than copier or tracing paper. All | had to do
was puncture it next to a seam line, angle my unsewer
(seam ripper) upward, and riiiip along the seam!

The fabric seemed to stand up well to the heat of
pressing between pieces added to the foundation, but |
kept the heat relatively low and the pressing time short
just to be on the safe side. Once finished, | checked the
pieced block against the original, which | had drawn on
tracing paper. The block matched the origina draft, and
it appeared that the Fun-dation had not distorted when |
pressed after each piece of cotton was added.

Next, | ironed atransfer pattern onto Fun-dation,

and once again | was rewarded. The design transferred
completely, using only moderate heat. Miniaturists are
sure to find Fun-dation handy and easy to use, as are
quilters who make complicated or intricate units that
must be foundation pieced.

Easy Set ruler by Sharon Hultgren
Retail price: $16.95

Sharon Hultgren’s come up with aruler that should
neutralize anyone' s objections to setting blocks on point.
Here'swhat it does:

1)) It frees quiltersfrom figuring the large squares
and cutting them in half.

2.) Ittells quilters how wide a strip to cut, and

3.) makes it smpleto cut those pesky edge triangles
from that strip.

Here’ s how: Determine the finished size of the quilt
block you have just completed and set the tool on the
fabric so that the cut edge is on the number that corre-
sponds to the number of inches you need. Cut the strip
at that width. Then turn the tool over and find the same
number marked on the triangles. Cut the triangles by
flipping the angled end of thetool! It's even easier than
it sounds, and Hultgren provides clear, easy-to-follow
directions and schematics. Thetool is designed for blocks
that are from 3" to 12" square in whole-inch increments.

Addy Harkavy is co-owner of Pinetree Quiltworks
in Maine, a storefront and mail order quilt supply busi-
ness. She writes regular book and product reviews for
TVQ an Planet Patchwork. She can be reached at
aardvark@ime.net.

Pinetree’ swebsite is at http://quilt.com/pinetree/

==
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QUILTING ON THE WEB:

SIX AMONG MILLIONS

The estimate on the total number of web pages
available now is up somewhere around 100 million, and
quilters are developing their fair share. The quality also
seems to berising, possibly because of the new genera-
tion of web editors and site managers that provide be-
ginners and veterans alike with new and sophisticated
tools.

In thisissue we review six sites that present quilt-
ing through unique perspectives on both sides of the
Atlantic. Our rating scaleis oneto five stars, five being
the most favorable.

Ouifting on the Web

The European Quilt Association is an umbrella
quilting organization that provides national and local
guilds throughout Europe a “ European Union” for
quilters. They do this partly through their website (http:/
/www?2.dk-online.dk/users/european_quilt_assoc/),
where they feature news, profiles, and features on quilt-
ing activitiesin their various member countries. All ar-
ticlesarein English.

Run from a server in Denmark by Barbro Jorgensen,
the site greets you upon entry with a color-coded map of
Europe which indicates member countries. These include
all of Scandinavia, the British Idles, and western Europe
with the exception of Spain and Portugal. The “What is
EQA?" page recounts the association’s history and ac-
tivities, including an annual meeting in one of the mem-
ber countries. They also sponsor quilting retreats and
exhibits in some romantic spots (such as the coast of
Wales!)

Currently the site has brief features on Germany
and Luxembourg, as well as news about quilting events
throughout Europe. It is aso studded with nice scans of
members’ quilts.

Simply yet attractively designed, The European
Quilters Association’s web presence has great promise

as aresource for quiltersin Europe and throughout the
world. It's alittle thin on content right now, but this
should change over time as the authors add information.
We certainly hope so!

Rating: 3 stars.

Northern Lights (http://www.higham-hall.org.uk/
northernlights/contents.htm) is a new online quilting
magazine with a striking graphic style, excellent writ-
ing, and alot of ambition. Based in northern England,
the authors state “NORTHERN LIGHTS isbased in
Cumbriaand the original ideawas, and remains, to spot-
light patchwork and quilting activities and quiltersin
and around Cumbria, the North of England and the Scot-
tish Borders. Places where there are collections of tex-
tiles, including museums and art galleries, will be listed,
aswell aslocal groups, stockists of equipment and ma-
terials, classes and courses.”

The first issue of this ‘zine, dated summer 1997,
appears to be experimental, though very well devel oped.
It features an insightful profile of British quilter Pauline
Burbridge, including some nice scans of her unusual and
very beautiful quilts and information about her quilting
classes. Thereisalso afascinating historical article about
the “Maryport Quilt,” which has aroused much interest
among English quilt historians. The site features list-
ings of quilt shops (called “stockists’ in that part of the
world) and other sites of interest for quilters, though some
of the listings are incompl ete.

Thisis another site which has agreat deal of prom-
ise, but the lack of updates since the first summer issue
makes me wonder if interest on the part of the authors
has waned. It would be a shameif it has!

Rating: 3-1/2 stars.

-

The vaue and charm of LisaBowes Quilt Pictures
on the Web (http://www.magenta.com/~lisabee/
piclinks.html) is not in the original content, but in the
work of organizing, indexing, and commenting on alarge
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set of links that go elsewhere. Lisa, a graduate student at
the University of Maryland, describes her undertaking
asfollows:

“This guide was created in order to allow quilting
enthusiasts (both quilt makers and non quilt makers) the
chance to easily view pictures of quilts that are avail-
able on theweb. The sites and pages that have been linked
have been chosen because they have pictures of quilts
available for viewing. There are many quilting sites
(many which include a great deal of good information)
which have been excluded because of alack of pictures.
I will attempt to update this site through web searches
3-4 times ayear, and through submissions as needed.”

She has collected and indexed links with the thor-
oughness of afanatica cataloguer, displaying at the same
time an elegant sense of structure. We have severa op-
tions on how to view the quilts of individuals, guilds,
museums, and other categories, and we can also take
“guided tours’ of contemporary quilts, art quilts, and
traditional quilts.

Lisa' swork has the transparent quality of that of a
good editor or curator. Without intruding, she organizes
and enhances our experience of the art of others.
Rating: 4 Stars

BOROW K

Lisa s Texas Quilt Page (http://home.sprynet.com/
sprynet/mrmago01/quilting.htm) effectively uses awest-
ern theme to present a comprehensive collection of per-
sonal pages on quilting. Designed
and maintained by Lisa Washburn,
the site features an illustrated index
of quilt blocks, a set of paper piec-
Ing patterns, with a new one pub-
lished each month, a profile of some
historical quilts, and anice gallery
of her own work and that of other
family members.

The quality throughout the site
is high. The narrations and descrip-
tions are well-written and charming,
asin this example from her quilt gal-
lery:

“1963- by Emma Elizabeth
Palmore Thompson. My Great-
Grandmother never wasted anything
in her life. She made quilts out of any

Flowering Tobacco, from Lisa’s Texas Quilt
Page.

material she had handy. The biscuitsin this quilt were
constructed of polyester double-knit from the 1960’s.
Each biscuit was stuffed with old pantyhose instead of a
regular batting, then tied with yarn. Grandma could al-
ways make something out of nothing.”

The scans of the quilts are well-lighted and clear,
and there are lots of them. Thereis also anicely orga-
nized and introduced page of quilting poems, for those
who like this seemingly growing body of literary effort.
Among the quilt blocks in the library (and there are cur-
rently 160 of them in al) are anumber of origina appli-
gue designs by Lisa. One of the more interesting is
“Flowering Tobacco.”

Itisclear agreat deal of love and care (and work!)
have gone into this site.

Rating: 4-1/2 stars.

R W K7

Sometimes quilts turn up in the most unexpected
places —like the Miami Museum of Science? Actually,
scientists seem to have more than a normal interest in
quilts, perhaps because of their geometric aspects, and
some of the most interest quilts I’ ve ever encountered
on the net are at the site of this Florida museum at: http:/
/www.miamisci.org/hurricane/quiltart.html

The “hurricane” part of this URL refersto Hurri-
cane Andrew, which devastated parts of south Floridain
1992. The museum has a natural interest in hurricanes
asaloca phenomenon they aren’t particularly fond of,
but their scientific curiosity is
supplemented by expressions
of human reactions to such
storms, expressed here in some
very impressive art quilts.

The quilts were all made
by members of the South-East
Art Quilters, agroup in Holly-
wood, Florida. In all eight
quilts are presented in thumb-
nail versions, with supplemen-
tal larger images and descrip-
tions of the quilts by their mak-
ers. Approaching the destruc-
tive power of the storm and its
effect on their own lives (many
lost homes and friends to the
disaster) from avariety of per-
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spectives, these quilters have created some stunning tation of textiles from around the world.”

quilts, from B.W. Watler's humorous “Plight of the Fla- In aclean, orderly easy-to-navigate site at http://
mingos’ to Judith Geiger’s dark por- www.interl og.com/~gwhite/ttt/

traya of destruction in “The Day God
Looked Away.” Among the things
Judith says about the media used in
this quilt is“It is constructed of
overdyed cotton (which | finally bur-
ied in the mud for 3 daysto ‘ripen’)
and torn, hand-painted silk (which
represents the fabric of the uni-
verse).”

Powerful stuff here, inspired by
one of the most destructive forces on
the planet.

Rating: Four-and-a-Half Stars

mtmainpg.html, the museum pre-
sents its permanent collection as
well as featuring its changing gal-
lery shows and permanent educa-
tion gallery.

The museum’s focusis tex-
tiles, so of course quilts are only
part of the collection, but the other
textiles, from Macedonian cos-
tumesto India sfolk embroideries,
are fascinating and inspirational .

Thereis a sprinkling of im-
ages of the museum’ s offerings

. = ; throughout the site. Enough just to
P P P T T ' make me hungry for more, but

Hurricane Chronicles by Jane Hardy Toronto's a |0ng way from here,
Toronto's Museum for Textiles  Miller, from the Miami Museum of and it's January!
boasts that it isthe “only museumin  Science Rating: Four stars.
Canada exclusively devoted to the
collection, exhibition, and documen- HERK K?

==

PINETREE QUILTWORKS

Quilt Shop Service -- Discount Prices

Shopping online for quilting suppliesis now easier than ever! PineTree Quiltworks now offers a secure
server for credit card transactions! Just scope out the website catalog at http://quilt.com/pinetree and place your
credit card order from the new secure website order form. Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover are
welcome.

PineTree's your source for discounted quilting supplies and books! PineTree offers attentive customer ser-
vice and prompt shipping, along with website convenience and 20% discounts! Be sure to check out the online
catalog at http://quilt.com/Pinetree for new, new, new items and a partia listing of books!

You'll find a huge selection of batting, from Quilter's Cotton fine cotton batts to the full lines of Hobbs' and
Fairfield's cottons, blends, and polys. Look for tools to make applique easier and more fun; fabric and hand care
products; pencils and markers; templates and template plastic; needlecraft gloves; rotary cutters and related sup-
plies; rippers, clippers, snippers, and scissors; machine sewing needles; seven (!) brands of hand sewing needles -
- including Jeana Kimball's renowned Foxglove Cottage needles; basting systems; thread, including Mettler and
Gutermann cotton sewing and quilting, Tire silk sewing, and Sulky rayon, metallic, and sliver, and * new* Roxy
100% cotton thread on economical 1200-yard spools; patterns ... and more.

Check out the catalog on the web at http://quilt.com/Pinetree, or request afree hard copy by e-mailing snail
mail info to pinetree@quiltworks.com. If you are on AOL and prefer to contact someone there, you'll find us at
PineTreeQ! PineTreeisonlineto answer questions about quilting products at pinetree@quiltworks.com
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BOOK REVIEW:

THREE FROM CHITRA PUBLICATIONS

Little Bits of Whimsy: A Pattern Book

By Kathleen Rindal Brooks

Chitra Publications, 1997

32 pages, $12.95

Available in the Planet Patchwork Quilters' Bookstore
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/
ISBN=1885588151/planetpatchworkA/

Design Challenge: Northwind Quilts

By Sharyn Squier Craig

Chitra Publications, 1997

16 pages, $7.95

Available in the Planet Patchwork Quilters Bookstore
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/

| SBN=1885588178/planetpatchworkA/

Design Challenge: Pyramids Plus!

By Sharyn Squier Craig

Chitra Publications, 1997

16 pages, $7.95

Available in the Planet Patchwork Quilters Bookstore
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/

| SBN=188558816X/planetpatchworkA/

Chitra Publications billsitself as“Y our Best Value
in Quilting,” and with the price of quilt books now hov-
ering in the mid-twenty-dollar range and threatening to
go higher, it isrefreshing to find quilt books, complete
with good writing, clear instructions, and color photos,
available for under $10.

These three books are powerhouses that pack a great
deal of information, many beautiful colorful photos of
quilts, and dozens of fresh new ideasin asmall space —
from 16 to 32 pages each.

Sharyn Squier Craig’ stwo Design Challenge books
have narrow focuses, designed to teach us how to make
quilts with specific quilt blocks constructed with fast-
piecing methods. “Pyramids Plus!” explores and expli-
cates the many design possibilitiesinherent in the Thou-
sand Pyramids block. This block, or “design unit,” as
Squier callsit, is atriangle made up of smaller 60-de-

gree triangles, and Squier has

performed one of those modern P = Illid -
quilting miracles by inventing b .‘t: Y .
a strip-pieced, rotary-cut us! +

method to piece these without
inset seams. The book explains
in detail, with excellent dia-
grams, the construction tech-
niques, and then shares the
many very different designs
possi ble through the manipula
tion of color, value, and layout of the blocks.

“Northwind Quilts” does the same thing with an-
other amazingly versatile block made up of asmall flock
of flying geese and larger triangles. Squier has invented
a system for these as well, which she demonstrates, and
then explores the design possibilities. This block, when
combined with proper color choice and management of
value, creates many effects, including some that are quite
kaleidoscopic.

In spite of their small size (16 pages), each of these
books manages to include no fewer than 18 color pho-
tos of gorgeous quilts as well as full-size templates and
coloring diagrams.

Kathleen Rindal Brooks' “Little Bits of Whimsy”
stretches out to an absolutely cavernous 32 pages, but in
that space she manages to include a complete beginning
course in quilting, from fabric selection to hanging, a
mini-lesson in foundation piecing along with dozens of
full-size foundation templ ates,
and sets of instructions and pat-
ternsfor 17 mini-quilts. And
she doesit with agreat deal of
assurance and panache, as here
in her comments about the vi-
cissitudes of quilting:

“1"d like to make a com-
ment or two about the ever un-
popular subject of ripping. The
hard truth is, having to rip out
stitches is an unavoidable re-
ality for miniature quiltmakers. No matter how careful
the stitcher or how accurate the workmanship, small
pieces occasionally slip out of place. | always keep a
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seam ripper handy. If the points don’t meet or the seams
don’t match, ripit out! . . . While thismay be a matter of
attitude more than specific technique, a willingness to
rip out and redo when necessary . . . can make the differ-
ence between awonder of precision and a kittywampus
nicetry.”

Six pagesin the middle of the book contain afull-
color gallery of the quilts described.

These Chitra Publications books, like Brooks' set
of mini-quilts, are marvels of economy and precision.
The printing, particularly the color photography, is very
high quality, and imaginative design keeps these packed
volumes from seeming crowded.

Wow! All this and you get some change back!

==

CHARMS &

SCHNIBBLES:

NEWS NOTES FROM ALL OVER

A LETTER FROM SOUTH AFRICA:

Golden Rand Guild for Quilters
P.O. Box 1105

Gallo Manor 2052

South Africa

leach@icon.co.za

Dear fellow quilters,

The Golden Rand Guild for Quilters of Johannesburg, South Africais delighted to announce that they will be

hosting a quilt festival in September 2000.

At this stage we are inviting resumes from prospective teachers to help us usher in the new century. We would
like to have details of both workshops and lecturesin your CV.

Unfortunately we are not able to offer assistance with travel arrangements to South Africa but on arrival you
would be assured of our renowned South African hospitality.

Our festival will take place over aweek and after that you would be invited to visit other centresin South
Africae.g. Cape Town, Durban, Port Elizabeth to conduct classes there.

If atrip to our part of the world appeals to you and the quilt scene is an added attraction to you as ateacher |

would love to hear from you.
Many thanks,

Ann Leach

CHARMS &

SCHNIBBLES:

NEWS NOTES FROM ALL OVER
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Now an accomplished quilter, teacher and author,
Karen Combs began her career by making what she calls
“the worst quilt in theworld.” Unfortunately there were
no prizes then for “worst quilts,” but Karen didn’t have
to wear abag over her head.

She began quilting at arelatively young age, she

g

says:
“| started quilting in 1974
while still in high school. |
wanted to have a quilt so badly
and there were none in our home.
My mother and grandmother
sewed and crocheted beautifully,
however, they did not quilt. Just
before my grandmother passed
away in 1995, she did tell me that
she helped her mother quilt, but
none of the quilts survived; they were all used up.

“My grandmother gave me my first scrapbag the
summer of 1974 and took me over to aneighbor’ s house.
This neighbor did quilt, but she did not really show me
any techniques; wejust looked at her quilts. | went home
and looked up quilt patternsin severa library books. |
selected the pattern ‘broken dishes’ as my first quilt.

“1 proceeded to make the worst quilt in the world!
| did not even know enough to iron the scraps first, let
alone anything about bias edges. Needless to say, the
blocks turned out anywhere from 9” to 12". It wastruly
amess.

“After that | started reading all | could about quilt-
ing. | sure did not want to make the mistakes | did the
first time. By then, | wasin college; | got adegreein
library science and was working. . .not much time to
quilt. In 1978 | was married and was working at my
first job on abookmobile. | was doing needlepoint and
blackwork and still dreaming about quilting.

“After my first child was born in 1980, | decided to
make a quilt. | was no longer working outside of the
home and had some time. | took a sampler classin the

QUILTER PROFILE

KAREN COMBS

A

quilt-as-you-go method. | was hooked. That isall it took!
From then on, | was making quilts. Most of the early
ones are pretty rough, but | love them.”

Even while teaching herself the basics of quilting,
Karen had a strong interest in a particular type of quilt.
“From my first quilt, quilts of illusions have intrigued
me,” she says. “ Storm-at-Sea, Kalidoscope, Tumbling
Blocks, all of these and other traditional blocks were
aways my favorites.”

For the next several years, Karen developed her
technique and after amove from Michigan to Tennessee
began to teach quilting in local shops. She also began to
develop her own quilting style, which grew out of her
love of illusions:

“l like my quiltsto draw aviewer in. | like the
viewer to stop and really look at the work. | think my
styleis simple, with simple lines and clear colors, but
under that simplicity is the unexpected.

The “unexpected” is often in the form of anillu-
sion or perspective that adds depth to the design. Combs
quilts have been compared favorably with modern ab-
stract art. In areview of ashow at the Fitton Center for
the Creative Arts, reviewer Molly Y oughkin says“Karen
Combs's‘ Stairway to the Stars,” . . . isreminiscent of
the minimalist school because the artist has carefully
arranged squares and parallelograms into a design so
convincingly three-dimensional that viewers feel as
though they are standing in front of a Donald Judd or
Tony Brown sculpture.”

Beyond three-dimensional effects, Karen is also
exploring other depthsin her quilts. “I love the illusion
of transparency, and it lendsitsalf to many different styles
of quiltmaking. | also have started working with one-
point perspective. Perspective Maze was done in one-
point perspective. | want to explore this method more
and plan to in the near future.”

All the while she was developing her style, Karen

kept looking for abook about how to create the kinds of
effects she wasinterested in, but it didn’t seem to exist.
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So she decided to write it herself. Having published a
number of articles in quilting magazines, she had the
basic foundation to be an author, but found the process
frustrating.

“For severa years, | studied different art, design,
and architecture booksto learn how optical illusions are
created. We have an excellent college library and | think
| must have checked out most of the
books they have in the art section.

“As | went to quilt shows, |
would find myself looking at quilts
that had illusions in them and ana-
lyzing how and why they worked.
That gave me the outline of my
book. | wanted my book to tell how
an illusion was created, how mas-
terpiece quilts used that illusion and
also show traditional quilt blocks
with the sameillusion.

“l worked on a proposal and
sent it off to a publisher in the fall
of 1994. It was rejected, off to an-
other publisher and another. Still
rejected. | was getting discouraged,
because | really believed in this
project.

“In the summer of 1995, |
drove from Tennessee to Michigan
with my kidsto visit family. Onthe
way, we detoured to Athens, Ohio to see the Quilt Na-
tional exhibit. The quiltsinspired me! We then went to
asmall town near Cleveland to visit my grandmother.
The same one that gave me my first scrapbag.

“We had aterrific visit and | showed her many of
my 3-D quilts. She was amazed at my work and encour-
aged me to write my book. As| drove away, | knew |
would never see her again. Within 6 weeks, she was
gone. Her words to me at that last visit gave me the en-
couragement | needed to try again.

“1 was determined to submit my proposal again,
until I found a publisher who believed init. That fall, |
sent it to the American Quilter’s Society and they loved
it! Meredith Schroeder sent me a letter and said | had
some very interesting ideas and thought this would be a
very important book.

“It took me about a year to gather information, write
the manuscript, gather the photographs of quilts, and get
permissions. Editing began last December and we

worked on the book for most of thisyear. It takesfrom 9
months to a year to edit and publish a book. | have a
friend, awell-known quilt teacher and author, who told
me “It islike having twins. Nine months to write the
book and nine months to publishit!”

Karen's Optical Illusions for Quilters, reviewed
elsewhere in thisissue, was the result of all of this effort
and immediately has become the
leading guide to this area of quilt
design.

Karen is also an veteran com-
puter user and long-time internet
presence. “1 first used a computer
in 1986, when | worked at a Media
Center of the local school district.
| worked on a PC as well as an
Apple. In 1990, we bought our own
PC and | joined Prodigy. Thelong
distance rates were outrageous, so |
joined Geniein 1991 and dropped
Prodigy. |I’ve been on-line ever
sincel

“1 have used EQ sinceit came
out and love EQ3! | also use
QuiltPro, Coreldraw and Blockbase.
| want to use Canvas and PhotoShop
in the near future as well as get a
scanner. | can see a benefit with
these programsin my writing.

“We have been on the Internet for several years now
and | have had aweb page since summer of 1997 (http:/
/edge.net/~kcombs). | believe every professional quilter
should have access to the Internet as well as e-mail. |
conduct so much business online that | can’t imagine
not having it.

“If someone asks about a class, aquilt, or my books,
| can direct them to my web page. If someone wants to
know where | am teaching, | can send him or her to my
web page. Just this week, | wrote an article and de-
signed a project for an editor. | was able to e-mail the
article and attach the .jpg of the project as well as send
an EQfile. It waswonderful!”

Karen’s teaching world has now expanded from
classes in beginning quilting in local shops to nation-
wide travel and teaching of her own techniques. “At the
end of 1995, | decided that | could not teach locally,
travel and teach aswell aswrite. | decided then to stop
teaching at the local shop and just teach “my” techniques

The Virtual Quilt

Page 10


http://edge.net/~kcombs

to guilds and shows. This gave metimeto write as well
astime to concentrate on my style of work. When you
teach locally, you have to be ajack-of-all-trades. | wanted
to be the “Master of Illusion!” It wastimeto just work
on my designs and techniques.

“Last year was the first time | went to the Interna-
tional Quilt Festival in Houston.
It was awonderful experience. |
taught there met many important
people. | met Sharlene Jorgenson
and | showed her my 3-D designs.
We started brainstorming and
came up with an easy way to cre-
ate the 3-D patchwork cubes. | had
been using rulers and had never
thought about using her templates.
In fact, we hit it off so well that
we decided to write a book about
the technique. Thisbook 3-D Fun
with Pandora’s Box is the result
of that meeting. It was released
this fall at Market in Houston.
This summer | had the opportunity
to be on Shar’s TV show ‘Quilting from the Heartland
Series 700,” Show 711. We showed the technique and

Asked about the future, Karen says she has many
plans. “I hope to writeaVal. 2 of *Optical Illusions for
Quilters.” There was so much information that | could
not share and want to do that in Vol. 2. It will have
detailed sewing information, and patterns for quilts and
blocks. | have several other book ideas, in fact | have
files started on several other ideas
and hope to turn them into books
over the next few years.

“1 want to work on develop-
ing more quilts of illusions, write
more articles and, of course, travel
and teach. | truly wish | did not
have to deep, thereisjust so much
to do!

“My daughter isajunior in
high school, and my sonisin 8th
grade. | do plan my schedule
around them as much as possible.
My daughter is an accomplished
musician and | block off her con-
certsin my caendar, to make sure
| can be there. Not an easy task;

I’m booking into 1999 right now!”

this show has already started airing.”
The
Virtual
Qui : W
= |
4 X :

Don't forget to visit TV Q’s home on the World Wide Web,
Planet Patchwork.
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BOOK REVIEW:

A HOBBY OR A PROFESSION?

Make Your Quilting Pay for Itself

By Sylvia Ann Landman

Betterway Books, 1997

165 Pages, $18.99

Available at a discount from the Planet Patchwork
Quilters Bookstore
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/

| SBN=1558704469/planetpatchworkA/

My wife Lynn doesn’t ever want to quilt for aliv-
ing. It would take all the joy out of it, she says. The
other side of that coin is, why not make money from
what you enjoy? Beats the heck out of beingacogina
bureaucratic machine. Or doesit?

If you decide to make your quilting pay for itself,
and more, listen up: whether you are faced with a blank
date, or have begun to ease into teaching or some other
quilt-related pursuit, Sylvia Landman’s “Make Y our
Quiting Pay for Itself” isan invaluable help in answer-
ing the thousands of nagging questions that will begin
to haunt your hours of insomnia:

“How much should | charge?’

“Should | take credit cards?’

“How will | find customers?’

“Should I publish? Teach? Quilt? Consult? Dye
fabric?’

Being askilled quilter doesn’t automatically make
you a successful businessperson, and being a superla-
tive quilter doesn’t necessarily mean you will make
money at it. In fact the book’ s subtitle is“How to build
confidence and basic business know-how to make extra
money with your quilting.” Emphasis perhaps should
be on the word “extra” It's not an easy row to hoe.

Landman walks the reader through the very begin-
ning steps of determining business goals and setting pri-
orities and on to the intricacies of pricing, marketing,
time management, and perhaps most important, self-as-
sessment to determine if you have what it takes:

“Incorporating anew pursuit into your life requires
adjustment. If you feel drawn to do so, consider your
work style and personality next, as you explore the pos-
sibility of creating a business. Many people express the
need to work around others, to give and receive regular

feedback about group interests. Does this describe you?
If so, you may want to rethink starting your business at
home, for you will work in solitude much of the time.”

Speaking from thirty years of experience in teach-
ing business to craftspeople, Landman offers practical
advice on every page. She explains the vagaries of deal-
ing with wholesalers and the meaning of that raised eye-
brow at the IRS. She provides a detailed outline of a
business plan, and first-hand advice about dealing with
editors and publishers.

Interspersed among these well-organized chapters,
Landman presents profiles of avariety of crafts entre-
preneurs. Julie Higgins, Daphne Greig, Karen Combs,
Mary and Ozz Graham, Millie Becker and others serve
as examples of craftspeople who have made the transi-
tion from hobbyist to businessperson. She describes their
difficulties as well astheir successes, refusing to roman-
ticizethereal challenges of starting and maintaining your
own quilting-related business.

In her final chapter, entitled “Keep Learning,”
Landman provides one of the best descriptions of effec-
tive business networking I’ ve read anywhere:

“Networking can take place at guild meetings,
shops, classes and conventions. At first it may sound
like conversation. However, if you listen carefully, rather
than hearing small talk shifting from one subject to an-
other, you’'ll ind that networking remains focused on a
specific topic.

“Participate by asking questions and listening at-
tentively. When someone needs information you have,
shareit. ... Think of networking as playing two roles
simultaneoudy —that of teacher and student. Take pains
to avoid a common networking pitfall: It is not fair to
drain others of information and provide none yourself.
Exchanging freely and equally characterizes good net-
working.”

If you're thinking of starting abusinessin quilting,
or any other craft for that matter, pick up a copy of this
book. It will save you alot of agonizing.

===
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by the small stuff. E-mail for more info or check
out the Perfect Square web site at
http://www.webworldinc.com/perfectsquare.

eRFECT ) ARTFABRIK

SQUARE

Perfect Square is areusable iron on transfer used
to make half square triangles quickly, easily and

ARTFABRIK now carries a Color Card for their

insizes 3, 5, 8 and the finest, size 12. Please send $7

accurately. Each sheet can be used at least 10 plus $1 for shipping to ARTFABR!K, Laura

times, usually more. For those of you who like Wasilowski, 324 Vincent Place, Elgin, IL 60123. E-
to work small, there isthe Mini Pack with fin- mail artfab@suba.com or see our web site at

ished sizesfrom 1/4" to 1 1/2". Perfect Square

also comesin real sizesfor anyone intimidated http://www.qcx.com/fabrik/artfab.html

JAYDEE DESIGNS

Beautiful hand Dyed Fabric perfect for piecing, applique and pictorial quilts. Colors range from a sunrise
spectrum of mauves, pinks, and golds to deep purples, blues and teals. Available in the following convenient

packages.

8 step color progression- fat eighth cuts- 1 yard $25.00 12 step color wheel- 6"'x22"cuts 1 yard $25.00 24 step
color wheel- 6"x22" cuts 2 yards $45.00 10" sguares 1.5 yards $35.00
Send a self addressed, stamped envelope for free samples and full pricelist or to order send check or money

order to:

Jay Dee Designs 18640 South Lowrie Loop Eagle River, Alaska 99577

E-mail: unique@al aska.net

%g'l TF, R’S
HL.]&T R

@r«.

(> éﬁ%}?

Now available at Planet Patchwork!

The Quilter’s Computer Companion, Judy Heim's second volume of
computer advice tailored for crafters, has been described as “an excel-
lent and indispensible book!”

Savvy, sassy, and amazingly comprehensive, thisisthe indispensible
book for computing quilters. When you aren’t learning something
fascinating and useful, you're rolling on the floor laughing!

Now the QCC is available from the Planet Patchwork general store at
adiscount. We've taken five dollar s off the cover price to makeit even
more attractive to you. Don’t forget this book at gift-giving occasions,
whether it’syour list or another quilter’ sl
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SILVER DOLLAR
SHEEP STATION

The MINI DUST-IT. Genuine sheepskin duster on a
6" stick that is perfect for picking up dust and lint
from your sewing machine and serger. Soft, beautiful
sheepskin won't scratch polished surfaces. Picks up
the lint and tiny threads; doesn't spread them around.
Prevents lint build-up. Inexpensive way to protect
expensive sewing machines and sergers. Fun and
handy to use.

Price: $3.50 each including mailing.

To order send check to Silver Dollar Sheep Station,
5020 Winding Way, Sacramento, CA 95841. 800-
887-8742. SILVER DOLLAR SHEEP STATION

E-mail: Sheep50@aol.com.

SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER: Because we
manufacture the Mini Dust-it to a very high standard,
we currently have a supply of slightly imperfects.
They may have a stick that's dlightly too thin, or some
other minor defect, but they still work great! And best
of all we offer these to you for just $1, including
postage. Y ou can order them at the address above and
enjoy thiswonderful product at a bargain price!

HICKORY HILL
ANTIQUE QUILTS

P. O. Box 273, Esperance NY 12066

ANTIQUE QUILT & TEXTILE CONVENTION.
May 21-23, 1998. Held in Lowell, MA, the birthplace
of the American Textile Revolution. Features private
tours of museums and conservation centers as well as
lectures by noted curators, authors, appraisers and
conservationists. For more information, write Hickory
Hill Antique Quilts, Box 273, Esperance NY 12066 or
See

http://www.HickoryHillQuilts.com/lowell.htm

QUILTBROKER

http://www.quiltbroker.com

Happy New Y ear, 1998! | would like to thank all of
you, customers and visitorsto the QuiltBroker in
1997, who helped make the year, 1997, a success for
Design Plus. We will be adding some NEW and
exciting features to the QuiltBroker web site
(http://www.quiltbroker.com) in the near future, so
watch for details in upcoming TVQ announcements.

We now have aFREE PATTERN that you may print
directly from The QuiltBroker web site, and share
with your quilting friends, as well as some extra
specia pricing on quilting books. Point your browser
to http://www.quiltbroker.com/thangles.html. Y ou save
even more money when you buy from Design Plus at
The QuiltBroker because WE PAY the shipping on
prepaid orders.

Heidi Wurst, owner lv2quilt@frii.com

SCHOOLHOUSE ENTERPRISES

Gridded Geese(c) is a unique paper foundation
method for mass-producing Flying Geese units up to 24
at once (no kidding!).

Schoolhouse Enterprises, inventors and manufac-
turers of this revolutionary product, offers both an on-
line (http://quilt.com/GG) and printed version of their
catalog. They search for items for quilters (and friends
of quilters) which are unique and often overlooked by
other catalogs you might connect with. Their newest
catalog, hot off the press, offers such interesting items
as Photos-to-Fabric(tm) photo transfer paper, Danforth
Pewter jewelry and buttons, and the Ott Light... all at
discounted prices!

And while you're visiting their web site, be sure
to check out their on-line catalog for their Monthly
$pecial$!! If you're not able to access their web page,
just e-mail Schoolhouse Enterprises
(aridgees@al gorithms.com) with your "snail mail”
(post office) address for your FREE CATALOG and
Sample of Gridded Geese(c)! (Samplesare only
available in the printed catal ogs.)
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COMMENTS, QUESTIONS,
NEWS, IDEAS, BRICKBATS?

Like any news publication, TVQ is always hungry
for information about new developments in the areawe
are trying to cover. If you have an ideafor a story, or
want to tell the world about something you are doing
which relates to computers and quilting, we'd like to
hear about it.

We'd like news of new classes starting up to teach
quilt design on computers, or new approaches to that
teaching. New products, maillists, World Wide Web
pages, etc., are all fair game, and we' d appreciate any
tips you can provide. Send your tips by e-mail to
rholland@atlanta.com.

If you have a comment about an article, a com-
plaint or a correction, we're glad to hear that, too, and
may publish some comments as |etters to the editor.
Again, these may be sent to rholland@atlanta.com.
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PSST!

HERE'SHOW TO

ADVERTISE IN TVQ!

Our advertisers, both here in the newsletter and at the TVQ website,
have found TVQ to be an effective and economical way to reach thou-
sands of online quilters. Adsin the newsletter are only $5 each (up to
100 words, inquire about longer ads) or 3 for $10, and there are also
attractive packages available which combine newd etter and website ads.

For more information e-mail r holland@atlanta.com or visit
http://www.planetpatchwork. com/adcard.htm. We specialize in help-

ing small quilting-related businesses gain exposure on the internet.

Don't keep your businessa secret... advertisein TVQ.
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SUBSCRIBE TO TVQ!

If you would like to continue receiving this news-
letter (the ASCII version) in your e-mail about every 6
weeks for the next year, al it requiresisasmall contri-
bution of $5.00!

That buys you 8 issuesin which you will find more
in-depth reviews of quilt design software, more profiles
of quilters, aswell as profiles of online quilting commu-
nities. These features will be interspersed with news of
developments in the quickly changing and expanding
world of online quilting.

TVQ isalso available to subscribers on the World
Wide Web. The graphically enhanced web version can
be seen at http:// planetpatchwork.com/tvgmain/. Future
issues will also be converted into Adobe Acrobat for-
mat.

To subscribe, fill out the form on this page and send
it with a check or money order for $5.00 made out to
Robert Holland, to 140 Ridley Circle, Decatur, GA
30030-1117. Be sureto fill out the form completely, in-
cluding your e-mail and street addresses so if thereisa
problem with your subscription (like bounced messages)

| can get in touch with you. An alternative e-mail ad-
dress, if you have one, isalso helpful. You will receive
an e-mail acknowledgment of your subscription when it
isreceived.

FOR THOSE OUTSIDE THE UNITED
STATES: | realize that obtaining money ordersin US
dollars can be expensive in some countries. | have talked
to my bank and they will accept checks drawn on for-
eign banksfor deposit to my account. The checksM UST
have an electronic routing number on them (the com-
puter-style numbers at the bottom) and MUST be made
out inUSdollars. The amount will be debited from your
account according to the exchange rate at the time of
processing at your bank. NOTE: Pleese CHECK WITH
YOUR BANK before doing this. Some will not allow
it, and others will CHARGE YOU A FEE, so be sure
to check first.

Some enterprising folks have found that the cheap-
est way isto purchase and mail American currency. |
will accept cash, but cannot take responsibility for its
possible loss in the mails!

o o o o o o o o >€

SUBSCRIPTION FORM for THE VIRTUAL QUILT

NAME.

MAILING ADDRESS

E-MAIL ADDRESS

ALTERNATE E-MAIL (if available)

Enclosed is $5.00 (check or money order made out to ROBERT HOLLAND) for 8 issues of TVQ, delivered as an

ascii file by e-mail.
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