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hen | finally caught up with Larry
W Beauchamp, President of the Greater San
Antonio Quilt Guild, he asked me:

“Do you want to go see our Operations Cen-
ter?’

Operations Center? | could seeimmediately that
this was a guild to be reckoned with.

With amembership of nearly 400 quiltersand a
$95,000 annual budget, the west Texas guild serves
nearly all of the San Antonio metropolitan areawith
awide variety of activities and services. It is defi-
nitely Quilting, Inc.!

The occasion for my being in San Antonio was
the guild’ s large biennial quilt show September 19-
21. 1 had aquilt in the show as aresult of the guild's
call, through the internet, for quilts “by and for men.”
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Since the chances of my ever again displaying a quilt
anywhere besides my own house were fairly slim, | de-
cided to go to the show along with the quilt.

“Quilts By and For Men,” was a special exhibit
within the overall show, which included more than 250
quilts and wearables in categories ranging from art quilts
to scrap quilts to quilts on the official show theme, “A
Victorian Texas.”

| asked Larry, who wasin charge of the men’s quilts,
how the idea had originated. “We always have some
specia exhibitsin our show, and this one sort of fell out
of the sky,” he said. “Amy Cottrell, the overall show
chairperson, suggested it, and we decided it should be
quilts ‘by and for’ men so we would be assured of get-
ting enough. The only place this exhibit was publicized
was on the internet.” This call through the net resulted
in the submission of 18 quilts, 12 of them by men and 6
by women for men. In the guild’ s previous show, in 1995,
they had featured quilts designed on computer.

Like so many things Texan, this show was a big
production. Besides the many quilts, the show was char-
acterized by an unusually large number of vendors— a
total of 48, who took up fully half the exhibit spacein
the Live Oak Civic Center, aformer Handy Dan home

LIVE OAK.Z.

Home improvement store turned quilt show: the Live
OakCivic Center.

improvement store. They came from al over Texas, and
from as far away as Wisconsin, and they were doing a
land office business. “We had 3,500 atttendees at our
1995 show, and expect 5,000 to cometo thisone,” Larry
told me. “Vendors start to get interested in any show
with 2,000 visitors.” Thisyear’s show also featured a
series of free technique demonstrations from a variety
of vendors and guild members. These half-hour presen-
tations were extremely popular and continued through-
out the show. The overall show was organized through
the efforts of more than 200 guild volunteers.

Profits from the show, along with an annual guild
auction, go for guild activities, including a charitable
effort known as “Bright Hopes.” Guild quilters make
200-300 quilts ayear to giveto children in local home-
less shelters, as well as doing special projects such asa
quilt for the local chapter of Habitat for Humanity. Habi-
tat had intended to auction the quilt as afundraiser, but
liked it so much they kept it. They photographed it and
sold postersinstead. The guild also sponsors a commu-
nity education project which takes quilt history, design,
and techniques into the local schools.

Larry and hiswife Loisare both quilters, and | asked
him how they became involved with quilting, and with
the guild. “My mother was a quilter,” he said, “and there
was a quilt frame set up in our dining room as far back
as| can remember. Lois aso comes from a sewing fam-
ily, though they were not quilters. But the real reason
we had to be serious sewersis that we have eight chil-
dren, five of whom are girls. We had to sew to outfit our
daughters.”

The guild was founded in 1980, and he and Lois
were involved in it amost from the beginning. “1 joined
so | could go to alecture by Mary Ellen Hopkins,” he
said. Now he' s president, atwo-year post he said he took
because “no one else wanted to do it.” He has previ-
ously served as second vice president and put out the
guild newdletter, a chore he saysfit with his professiond
skills in desktop publishing.

The guild meets monthly in aloca church and spon-
sors two retreats each year, including aweek-long quilt-
in at aresort in the nearby Texas hill country.
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So what’ s this about the Operations
Center? Larry led me out to his Mazda |
MPV and we headed around the city’s
outer loop highway to aturnoff on the
northwest side, about 25 miles away from
the show. There on 15 acres of live-oak
studded Texas scrub land was alow 3-bed-
room ranch house that the guild |eases so
that it will have a “place of itsown.” It
was empty and much of its contents re-
moved because of the show, but Larry gave
me the tour. The house is kept open by vol- |
unteers four days aweek, and is used by
quilting bees as a meeting place, as well
asfor classes. It is equipped with adesign
wall and large tables which can be used
for basting.

One of the bedrooms is devoted to storage of the
guild’s considerable library of books, videos, and pat-
terns, which was one of the main reasons for leasing the
house. “The librarian got tired of hauling the library
around in her car from meeting to meeting,” Larry says.
“1 bet there aren’t too many guilds around who have
their own headquarters.”

When we got back to the quilt show about 3:00 the
parking lot at the civic center was all but full. Quilters
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were coming and going, buying tickets for the appli-
qued raffle quilt (designed on a computer), attending
vendor demonstrations, examining the tiny stitches and
colorful designs of the guild’s members and other show
participants, and perusing acres of fabric, books, and
notions to add to stashes. Clearly quilting is alive and
wdl in San Antonio, and the GSAQG, Inc., is at the heart
of it!

* * *

QUILT SHOP REPRISE

ur trip to San Antonio included (of course) visits
O to thelocal quilt shops. Earlier this spring we

reported on tripsto Las Colchas and Plain
Jane's, with avow to see Seventh Heaven the next time.
There are a number of wonderful quilt stores that are
located in improbable places. Y ou know, you follow the
directions you got over the phone and about three min-
utes before you find the store you say to your compan-
ion, “It can’t be out here!” Seventh Heaven is one of
those stores. It’ s located in what felt like the outskirts of
town, and | have to admit that | was somewhat surprised
by the burglar bars on the doors, and the reasonably
unpi cturesgue surroundings, but once you get in the door,
who cares?

Greeted by someone who advised usthat “Half the
storeisaready at the quilt show,” we were still impressed
by half that was |eft. The general atmosphere of the place
was one of afamily reunion, and that may have actually
been what was occurring that day. Two babies and other
young children were in the store and several adults sat
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chatting in the classroom, rather
oblivious to the fact that they were
in a place of business. Even though
we were the only customersin the
store, we were allowed to poke and
browse leisurely. There are lots of
shop samples. Advertised as serving
the quilting needs of the south side
of town, Seventh Heaven offers an
unusual block-of-the-month pattern
(Everyday Angels) that accommo-
dates machine and hand appliquers.
| picked up aflier that details their
machine quilting service and since
the sample work | saw was so nice, |
may become a mail order customer
to help me finish up my UFOs. Sev-
enth Heaven also does quilt-related
trips.

Since our visit in the spring, Plain Jane’ s has moved more toward the front of Artisan’s Alley (directly outside
Apple Anni€ stearoom-yum.) The store has retained its down home flavor, complete with the bare bones instruc-
tional areathat features metal and formicatables, left over from kitchens of the Fifties. Same great primitive stuff,
same great feel. Even your non-quilting companions will find it appealing.

L as Col chas continues to have many, many kits and has the most specifically old San Antonio atmosphere. It
features wallhangings of missions and other designs paying homage to the city’ s Hispanic heritage. One of their
unique itemsisa“tortillaquilt” kit for children, which goes with a charming book. Las Colchas has also developed
something of ataste for the primitive in their fabric and pattern selections. The owner and staff are very friendly

and helpful, without being officious. A very pleasant shop.
— Lynn Holland @;

SILVER DOLLAR SHEEP STATION

The MINI DUST-IT. Genuine sheepskin duster on a 6" stick that is perfect for picking up dust

and lint from your sewing machine and serger. Soft, beautiful sheepskin won't scratch polished
surfaces. Picks up the lint and tiny threads; doesn't spread them around. Prevents lint build-up.

Inexpensive way to protect expensive sewing machines and sergers. Fun and handy to use.

Price: $3.50 each including mailing.

To order send check to
Silver Dollar Sheep Station, 5020 Winding Way, Sacramento, CA 95841.

800-887-8742 « Silver Dollar Sheep Station
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ebra Weiss began sewing in home economics

D class, but she couldn’t quite get it right: “I
started sewing in junior high home ec class. |

liked it and kept at it. My mom bought me a used sew-
ing machine, and | made garments for many years. Un-
fortunately, | never could get them to fit quite right. |
didn’t figure out that you could alter the pattern for a
long, long time! My sewing sort of went by the wayside
until one afternoon in 1985 when | attended an outdoor
craft festival and stumbled upon Quilt in aDay. | looked
at the quilts and the books, and thought ‘1 could do that!’
and marched on down to their shop. The ladies there
helped me pick fabrics and supplies, and | went home
and made a queen sized Log Cabin that | gave to my
brother. He still hasit, and I’ ve been quilting ever since.”

In the intervening years
Debra has become an accom-
plished quilter and has devel-
oped a personal style with
the aid of her computer: “I
began doing all the tradi-
tional patterns until one day,
| wasdoing alayout in Cord
Draw! (tm) and was struck
by theideathat | could useit
for quilt design. | spent hours
drawing blocks so | could
have a library, and began
mixing and matching differ-
ent patterns, stretching, rotat-
ing, etc. I’ ve been doing my
own designs for about ten
years. | prefer geometrics, and | enjoy playing with color
and illusion. I’'m dyeing my own fabric now as well.
While | enjoy all aspects of quiltmaking, | like design
best.”

Her acquaintance with the computer led, asit has
for so many, to the online world. “I first got online on

g
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GEnie in 1992 through my corporate job”, Debra says.
“When | figured out how to search the service, | found a
quilting areathere, and was amazed to see sO many other
people interested in quilting. In 1994, | heard through
the sysop grapevine that Microsoft was starting an online
service, and | submitted a proposal for a quilting area
called Stitch. | was awarded that contract, and managed
the area until May of 1997. | so enjoyed building the
community there and participating in various swaps and
activities.

Later Debrastarted up the very elegant online maga:
zine Quilt Gallery (http://www.quiltgallery.com). “The
Quilt Gallery Magazine came about through an inquiry
in Stitch,” she says. “Two gentlemen from Ohio lived
near a Toyota plant, and watched as workers from Japan
came to the USA and went
crazy for American quilts.
They figured that there were
lots of people around the
world who would like to
have a quilt of their own but
didn’t have access to
quiltmakers, and conversdly,
that many quiltmakersdidn’t
have access to buyers. They
wanted a listing service on
the web, and figured that
some editorial content would
be agood draw. They hired
me to do the editorial piece
of the site, and | ended up
doing the site design as well.
Unfortunately, they were unable to pay me the prom-
ised fees, and in the end, signed over al rights and the
domain name to me. The magazine had generated such
a positive response | figured | might as well keep on
publishing it. I’ ve done four issues, and hope to publish
it on amore regular basis.
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“I’vetried to put out a magazine that as a quilter, |
would want to read. | like meaty how-to information,
with lots of diagrams. | aso like to highlight the work of
professionals for inspiration. | want the magazine to
appeal to quilters of al levels, and particularly want to
inspire quiltmakers to express their own ideas.

“Regarding my computing background, I’ ve been
at it since 1982. I'm completely self-taught. I’ ve made
one hundred percent of my living off my laptop since
1995 — I'm afull-fledged
cybergeek! | publish the maga-
zine, do web design, run the
Games Forum on MSN and run
aventure called The Content
Company that generatestrivia,
word games, facts, polling and
research for various clients.”

As a quilter and
“cybergeek,” Debra has been at
the center of the computer
revolution that has swept quilt-
ing in the last few years: “I
think the computer is a phe-
nomenal tool for quilt design.
It takes the tedium out of the
design process — no more
graph paper, tracing paper, col-
ored pencils! I'm abig fan of
the Electric Quilt program . . .
whileit’ s not perfect, | think it
has the best feature set, and it’s great for swaps.

“With the advent of online services and the internet,
quiltersfrom all over the world can swap tips and expe-
riences, and I’ ve been so enriched by being a part of the
community. |I"ve been amazed at how helpful and friendly
folks are, and have ‘met’ so many wonderful people.
I’m also constantly surprised when | see the visitor list
for The Quilt Gallery Magazine. Just about every coun-
try in the world is represented. | could never have ac-
cess to this kind of readership with atraditional print
publication. I’m also delighted by the significant num-
ber of web sites devoted to quiltmaking. So many people
think quilting isjust for little old ladies sitting around a
frame. . . the industry has exploded in the past 12 years
since |’ ve been involved.

“l1 moved into a new house recently, and walked
out on my porch one day and spied a big box sitting
there. My online friends had made me a quilt and sent it

as asurprise. Dozens of people worked on it, and they
didit al viae-malil. | was so moved by the effort and the
spirit behind the stitches — I’ ve never met any of these
ladies in person. It's exquisite, and it’s something I'll
treasure forever.”

Asfor the future, Debra sees good things for both
quilting and online communities: “1 think the industry
asawhole will grow steadily. Quilts are special — they
are useful and beautiful. No two are exactly alike. They
ooze with emotion.
People aren’t going to
stop making them,
buying them or using
them any time soon.
My hope is that
quiltmakers will be
ableto get afair price
for their work . . . that
the quilt-buying public
will seethem for the art
form that they are, and
appreciate and care for
them properly.

“Most of us are
making quilts for
people we love. It'san
emotional process, and
it's hard to describe it
to people who don’t do
it themselves. . . the
recipients often don’t quite understand how much en-
ergy goes into the finished piece. So many of us make
quilts alone— we don’t belong to a guild or have quilt-
ing friends in our neighborhood. That’ s why the online
medium works so beautifully for us. . . you can always
find someone to share with, even if they are on the other
side of theworld. | try to do my small share to facilitate
this process.”

Through her work at MSN, and now with Quilt Gal-
lery, Debra has set the standard for elegant design and
high quality content for quilt sites. What also comes
through clearly in al she doesis her love for this beau-
tiful and useful craft, and for the worldwide community

that continues it. @
click herefor
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f the former English colonies, South Africais

arelative late-comer to quilting. According to

Jenny Whitehead of Newton Park, immediate

past President of the South African Quilters Guild, the

craft only came to this once-troubled nation in the late
1970s. But they’ ve been making up for lost time.

“Most of our early information came from Ameri-

can books and magazines,” she says. “The few that we

managed to lay our hands on at that time became very

worn. Thus when we started we were very influenced

“By theearly ‘80s there were
quite a number of uswho had
grown tired of making cushions,
and we moved on to sewing
quilts. We have never looked
back.”

by the American trends. By the early ' 80s there were
quite a number of us who had grown tired of making
cushions, and we moved on to sewing quilts. We have
never looked back.”

Based on her experience with SAQG, Jenny esti-
mates there are approximately 5,000 quiltersin South
Africatoday — certainly asmall community compared
to the estimated 14 million quiltersinthe U.S. “Being a
small community has the great advantage that we all
know each other well,” she says, “sharing information
and skillsvery willingly. Asour history of quilting grows
we are creating our own styles, colours and designs.

“Interest inthe *Art Quilt,” for want of a better defi-
nition, is growing, and we have some very talented
quilterswho are slowly getting their work recognized as
an art form. We have found it quite hard to educate the
public and galleries, that we are making more than ‘ bed-
covers,’ that the quilts being sewn are all in their own

way aform of art. Recently we have had more success
in having exhibitions hung in galleries. For instance the
recent ‘ Peace Quilt Project’ has been widely acclaimed,
has been displayed in art galleries and the quilts really
looked so good. This project was presented at our last
Nationa Quilt Show in Durban 1996. Participantswere
asked to contribute to the ‘Wall of Peace’ by sewing a
quilt *brick,” in blues and whites. The response was 800
bricks from 29 different countries, and these were sewn
into 26 panels. These will be travelling extensively in
our country and overseas, and will be on display at Hous-
ton this year.”

The quilters in South Africa are more systemati-
cally organized than in most countries. “ The quilting
community is roughly divided up into 9 geographical
regions,” Jenny says. “Each of these regions has an
umbrella guild, which links al the smaller groupsin the
area, and keeps them informed of shows, workshops etc.
A representative from each region sits on the national
body, The South African Quilters Guild, which has been
in existence for 7 years. The President is elected from
its committee members.

“We have an additional 3 co-opted members who
each have special talents to offer the Guild, such as judg-
ing or quilt study. The SAQG meets annually and it has
been very exciting to see how it has helped to guide the
quiltersin this country with respect to standards, and
directives for the National Quilt Shows.

“We used to host a National quilt exhibition annu-
ally, but it put quite a strain on our quilters to make ex-
hibition quilts each year. Now it isheld every two years,
in Cape Town, Durban, Johannesburg and Port Eliza-
beth. Each show istotally autonomous, but has to ad-
here to certain guidelines from the SAQG. Each host-
ing guild has the right to select venues, teachers, theme
and the dates. It isnormally held in the first week of
July. The delegates number about 600 (very small com-
pared to your shows over there. | attended Paducah in
'96 and nearly freaked out with all those quilters!!!) We
usually run from the Monday morning right through to
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the Saturday following. We offer courses throughout the
week. For the next show herein Port Elizabeth in 1998
we have 30 SA teachers and 5 from overseas who have
already agreed to come and teach during the week.

“We will be holding our first juried show in 1998.
This has been decided by the SAQG as we fedl that the
quilts on the National exhibition should be of a high stan-
dard. Therewill be other smaller quilt shows at regional
levels, so that every quilter will have the opportunity to
show/share their work. We will be jurying two days
before the judging commences (I for my sins will be
one of these first jurors, together with one of our learned
judges and our present President of the SAQG Paul
Schutte. | was selected as| am the immediate Past Presi-
dent.) We hope to have about 250 quilts on display for
the exhibition.

“The national show isthe highlight of many quilters
and they travel many miles, by air and car, to attend.
For someit isthe only time that they make contact with
fellow sawers. We have vendors from all over the coun-
try coming. In 1998 we are expecting about 13 to at-
tend, all quilt-related, and thisis a good representation
of the vendors in the country.

“The umbrellaguildsin the larger areas meet quar-
terly, with meetings similar to those in the states, with
Show and Tell, hands-on sharing, slide shows, etc.
Within the umbrella guilds we have the smaller home
groups who usually meet weekly, and are supportive
groups.” There are no quilting magazines published in
South Africa, though the guilds publish their own news-
letters and the country’ s family magazines also carry quilt
stories.

Asked if thereis a distinctive South African style
of quilting, Jenny replies. “I feel, having traveled both
in the USA and UK, that quilting in SA isvery similar
to that in other countries. The traditional type of work is
the most popular, but thisin inevitable when we get most
of our ideas from overseas publications, both books and
magazines.

“However there is a definite style being developed
which isvery South African. Thisisthe use of bright,
hot colours, obviously as aresult of our hot climate, and
of course thelocal floraand fauna offer many idess, lead-
ing to folk/simple styles and to the more exotic/artistic
wall-hangings. We are also taking ideas from many of
our African tribes, who use simple shapes and beadwork
to decorate their homes and themselves.

“Itisstill early days but | am sure that we will see

more and more of our quilters using our own SA colours
and designs. Nevertheless there will always be those who
prefer the traditional/historical patterns, though perhaps
we tend to use brighter contrasting colours. When visit-
ing both the AQS and the Show in Lancaster, we were
delighted to see that our work is of a comparable high
standard. Not perhaps as high as your Best of Show, but

“Thereis a definite style being
developed which isvery South
African. Thisisthe use of
bright, hot colours, obviously as
aresult of our hot climate, and
of coursethelocal flora and
fauna offer many ideas. ”

not far off!!”

Asfor quilting materials, South Africa must im-
port most of them, but has some distinctive local prod-
ucts as well. Jenny says: “We have several quilt shops
around the country, based very much on the quilt shops
we saw in the U.S. But all the supplies are imported
from the U.S. and are thus very expensive. Obvioudly it
isimpossible for the vendors to import the vast selec-
tion of fabric available in the States. Sadly thiswill in-
hibit quite afew quilters with their purchases as it now
costs a fortune to make a quilt. But while we werein
the U.S. in April, 1996, we were pleasantly surprised to
find we have nearly the same selection of books /no-
tions/rulers. We have only avery small selection of pack-
aged designs, and of course we just loved the wonderful
selection of embellishments. These are few and far be-
tween here.

“We do have afew locally produced fabrics, and
we tend to use these for our quilt backings. They are not
as detailed in their printing and tend to be rather
‘stretchy.” However | must mention our cotton blue and
white fabrics which are only made here. It is commonly
called the *German print.” An Indigo dyed cotton fabric
was brought to South Africa by German settler women
in the mid-19th century and traders began importing this
fabric from Europe. Xhosawomen gradually also started
using thisfabric for clothing. A German factory devel-
oped a cheaper synthetic indigo dye in the 1890s and
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the fabric was manufactured in Czechoslovakia and
Hungary. When this manufacturer emigrated to England
in the 1930’ s the fabric was then made in England under
the ‘Three Cats' trade name. In 1982 Da Gama Textiles
first started production of German Print in SA, in the
Eastern Cape, under the ‘ Three Leopards' logo, which
isthe African version of the ‘ Three Cats.” The recipe
for the dye is a closely guarded secret and it is a syn-
thetic, unlike the original indigo dyes. There are many
different designs printed on these fabrics, which are usu-
ally blue but may also be printed in maroon and brown.
The Xhosa ladies still wear these dresses.”

Computer use by the general South African public
isdtill inits early stages, so there are few quilters online.
Jenny is the exception: “It seems strange to me, when
our distances are so vast, that we don’'t use this form of

communication more. There are about 15 of usin con-
tact with each other in Southern Africa, but thisisavery
new venture only afew weeks old, so hopefully it will
grow and become exciting. Not many quilters use the
computer for their work, | personally have because | find
with my teaching that it is a wonderful tool to have at
my finger tips. Also the cost of programs are expensive.
Asfar asthe Internet is concerned, | was only given this
tool in March thisyear, and each time | log on to adi-
gest or whatever, | ask for contact with SA’s, and there
only appears to be a handful of us using this most excit-
ing medium. | am a bore with my peers when | meet
and keep telling what | have discovered!!! But | am sure
that thiswill aso change and soon more and more quilters
will be reaching out to friends across the world.”

==

PineTree Quiltworks -~

Discount Quiliing Supplies

Quilt Shop Service -- Discount Prices

L ooking for discounted quilting supplies and books? Look to PineTree for discounts of 20%,
accompanied by attentive customer service and prompt shipping! Don't forget to check out
online catalog at http://quilt.com/Pinetree for new, new, new items and a partial listing of

books!

You'll find ahuge selection of batting, from Quilter's Cotton fine cotton batts to the full lines of
Hobbs' and Fairfield's cottons, blends, and polys. Look for tools to make applique easier and
more fun; fabric and hand care products; pencils and markers; templates and template plastic;
needlecraft gloves; rotary cutters and related supplies; rippers, clippers, snippers, and scissors,

machine sewing needles; seven (!) brands of hand sewing needles -- including Jeana Kimball's
renowned Foxglove Cottage needles; basting systems; thread, including Mettler and Gutermann
cotton sewing and quilting, Tire silk sewing, and Sulky rayon, metallic, and dliver, and new
Roxy 100% cotton thread on economical 1200-yard spools; patterns ... and more.

Check out the catalog on the web at http://quilt.com/Pinetree, or request a hard copy by e-mail-
ing snail mail info to pinetree@quiltworks.com. If you are on AOL and prefer to contact some-
one there, Donna's address is PineTreeQW!

Visa, MasterCard, and Discover are all welcome. PineTreeis online to answer questions about
quilting products at pinetree@quiltworks.com
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MAGAZINE REVIEW.

Bottoms Up Down Under

by Lynn Holland

isiting new quilt storesis always an adventure.
V Each one has different fabrics, customs, unfa

miliar yet appealing sights and sounds. Many
of them capture particular elements of the regional cul-
ture, and amost all of them have distinct personalities.
Since my traveling time and resources are limited and
there are very few (if any) video tours of quilt stores, |
have come to eagerly anticipate the annud arrival of Ouilt
Sampler. Published by the Better Homes and Gardens
group, this magazine provides a colorful tour of ten care-
fully chosen quilt stores across the country. Quilt Sam-
pler is averitable tour of homes ala quilt shop style.
Thisisthe ultimate quilt travel ogue.

Ten absolutely picture perfect stores are showcased
each issue. Thisyear’s honorees stretch from Colorado
to Nebraska to Massachusetts, with shop spaces rang-
ing from converted underground petroleum tanks to gro-
cery store basement to renovated pre-Civil War struc-
ture. Shop stories are as unique as the settings. Country
Stitches, with its 12,000 square feet of space, runs TV
commerciasregularly and offers more than 1500 classes
annually.

Strawberry Patches, known for unusual displays
featuring antique treasures, has a resident shop cat who
is quite popular among the regular customers. Painted
Pony ‘n Quilts' owner keeps a*“vault” filled with one
yard cuts of discontinued fabric to rescue those who
have fabric emergencies mid-project. Along with the
photo tour and detailed articles, each store contributes a
quilt design and instructions as part of the
publication.This year’s quilt patterns offer something for
every taste and skill level, and many of the stores offer
mail order fabric kits to facilitate your project.

Overall, the photography is lush, the pages are
glossy, and the accompanying articles are packed with
the personal sagas of each quilt shop owner. To further
enhance your visit, an introductory section extols the
virtues of the environs of each quilt store, including hints
on great places to stay and where to find memorable
food. If you're a quilt store aficionado, don’t miss this
magazine. Y ou may have to hunt, because several quilt

stores near me were sold out in early August.

My armchair traveling was expanded to include new
continents by the discovery of Down Under Quilts, a
magazine devoted to quilting in Australia. If Quilt Sam-
pler is atravelogue tour, Down Under is a Friendship
Forcevisit. You'rereally there, part of the experience.
To those who have become accustomed to the style of
QNM and the BHG group, the chumminess of this maga-
zine will beasurprise.

° Praduck Review

The two-year-old “baby” of editor/publisher Jan
Urqguhart, this magazine has the glossy, upscale format
similar to the aforementioned publications, but the tone
of Down Under is much moreintimate. Filled with quilter
profiles, first person articles and lots of quilt group news
and historical quilt information, the magazineis very
unpretentious in its coverage of Australian quilters. Af-
ter al, “ She pulls beers with one hand and quilts with
the other” is not your usual quilty lady comment. Thisis
spoken of Margaret Adams, a quilter who drives a
humongous dump truck for aliving. Frequently required
to live for anumber of weeks on location, usually with
only male coworkers, Margaret takes her quilting on the
road, too. Shetells stories of rotary cutting outdoors with
the help (and sometimes heckling) of these coworkers,
and of starting a mending service which accepts soft
drinks for payment. Quilting Down Under even provides
pictures of Margaret Adams driving her truck, probably
in part to prove that thisisn't just afigment of the editor’s
imagination. Then there’' s Jenny Rofe, who took up ap-
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pligue when her family decided to live in a caravan that
was not equipped with water or electricity. Talk about
improbable serendipity!

There ARE artists profiled in this magazine with
more “average” occupations and lifestyles, but | have to
admit that the truck driver, the innkeeper and the elec-
tricity-less appliquer are really more memorable person-
alities. Although the photography is not the stylized,
glitzy variety we have come to associate with many popu-
lar American publications, it has afamily album charm.
Consistent with the unpretentious, thoroughly likable
style of the magazine as awhole, the photos are without
that staged feel, asif the photographer just dropped in
unannounced and asked “Mind if | take afew shotswhile
I’m here?’

Quilt store photos usually include pictures of real

life patrons clutching fabric bolts, and sometimes a
quilter’s children serve as hangers for mother’ s hand-
work. Complete with amonthly section devoted to quilts
made by children, Down Under Quilts covers awide
range of quilting interestsin Australia, provides book
reviews and quilt group news. Overall, it givesthe im-
pression that even though Australia covers a huge geo-
graphical area, its quilters are part of afriendly, closeknit
community. | plan to visit them regularly, just to catch
up on the latest news.

For more information about a subscription to Down
Under Quilts, point your browser to

http://www.quiltropolis.com

Quiltropolisisthe U.S. distributor of the magazine.

==

HICKORY HILL
ANTIQUE QUILTS

P. O. Box 273, Esperance NY 12066

Hickory Hill Quilts offers a complete line
of antique American quilts, tops, blocks and
related items at our web site

http://www.HickoryHillQuilts.com

We also offer the latest reproduction fabric
and quilt heritage books - all at a discount!
In fact, we guarantee the lowest price on the
web.

We accept MasterCard, Visa or Discover as
well as personal checks. Weaso havea
layaway plan. All sales are 100% satisfac-
tion guaranteed. To order, usethe on-line
order formor call 518-875-6133. We hope
yOou enjoy owning your very own piece of
American history!

Get THANGLED!

Plan ahead for the Holidays!

FREE Holiday Pattern with your prepaid purchase of
four packages (1", 1.5", 2" and 3") of Thangles for
making half-square triangles. We pay the postage.

Send $20. for four packages of Thangles (CO resi-
dents add CO salestax) to:

"Holiday Pattern & Thangles"

Design Plus, 907 Columbia Rd., Fort Collins, CO
80525

We also have TWO NEW SIZES of Thangles @ $5. /
package -

1. For miniature quiltmakers - 1/2" and 3/4" packaged
together makes 1,400 half-square triangles!

2. 2-1/2" finished size - makes 300 half-square tri-
angles

http://www.quiltbr oker.com
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BOOK REVIEW:

The Quilter’s Computer Companion

VQ was among the first publications to review

I Judy Heim’s wonderful earlier book, The
Needlecrafter’s Computer Companion, which

has been a basic resource for computing quilters and
other needleworkers around the world. In this new book,

The Quilter’s Computer Companion

By Judy Heim and Gloria Hansen
No Starch Press, 1997
352 Pages, $29.95

Judy has teamed up with prize-winning quilter and writer
Gloria Hansen (see profile of Gloriain TVQ #16) to
focus in more detail on the computing quilter.

What Judy and Gloria have undertaken in this new
book is a daunting task. Not only do they provide basic
general information for quilters who think they want to
begin using a computer, but they provide dozens of tu-
torials and tips for users of both dedicated quilt design
programs and general drawing and paint programs. Given
the number of such programs for both the PC and the
Macintosh, the comprehensiveness of this book is re-
markable. Even more remarkable is that they have been
able to present such material, in considerable detail, with-
out boring us all to death. In fact the book is highly en-
tertaining throughout, with a sprightly writing style and
the zany sense of humor of the authors.

The book begins with a chapter entitled “ The Stuff
Y ou Need to Buy,” which provides a good overview of
“how to be a quilting computer nerd” and gives good
no-nonsense advice on everything from whether to buy
aPC or aMac to how to find cheap (or free) software.
The chapter includes a vintage Judy Heim description
of aforay into three computer stores where she asked
the innocent question, “What kind of computer would
you recommend for designing quilts?’ The responses
she got include the following, from Al, a manager at
Circuit City:

“We hear that question all thetime,” said agrin-
ning Al. “Microsoft has a software package for design-
ing quilts.”

“They do?’ (Actualy, they don’t.)

“Wedon't haveit in stock right now,” Al said ashe
ran his hand over arack, searching for the program,”
but we usually do.”

“Bill Gatesisinto everything,” | said.

“Heis, and this Microsoft quilting software ister-
rific. You can scan quilts, you can print quilts. You'll
probably want a color printer to do that.”

“What kind of computer will | need?’ | asked.

“Any computer here will runit but all you'll need
is something low-powered. Y ou know, alittle entry-level
Pentium.”

The answers Judy got went downhill from there at
two other computer stores, and her deadpan description
of these encounters had me rolling on the floor laugh-
ing. Only thing is, it's not funny, and is one reason this
book is so valuable for beginners.

But there is plenty in it for the computing quilter
veteran aswell. Part |1 gets into the design process and
begins a series of chapters which include “quick start
tips and sneaky ways’ to draw quilt blocks using line
toolsand curvetoolsin avariety of programs. To make
the book manageable, the authors did have to make some
choices, and so limited the programs for which they wrote
tutorials. Of the dedicated quilt design programs, they
selected Electric Quilt 3 and Quilt Pro for the PC and
for the Mac. Of the general design programstheir main
focus was on Corel Draw! for the PC and Canvas for the
Macintosh, although some others are also touched upon.
To my mind these are the right decisions, given the fea
ture sets and ease of use of these programs. One can
make an argument for QuiltSoft or PCQuilt, but a book
can’'t be all thingsto all people.

Beyond the basics of drawing patches and blocks,
Judy and Gloria move on to explore more sophisticated
design strategies using the tools available in these pro-
grams. One particularly interesting chapter is“The Log
Cabin Block: A Case Study.” Through distortion and a
variety of other techniques, this old chestnut block yields
some stunning and unexpected quilts.

One of the things aquilt design program can do for
you is help you learn basic principles of design, such as

The Virtual Quilt

Page 12


http://planetpatchwork.com/tvqmain/back.htm

how to manage color and value. Judy and Gloria capi-
talize on these capabilities to provide a succinct tutorial
on the effects of value on the appearance of adesign,
and make one of their most interesting recommenda-
tions, that you try designing your quiltsin shades of gray
instead of living color.

Another chapter covers creation of star designs, and
there are several on applique in avariety of programs.
They then turn their attention to the subject of cyber-
fabric. Many of the most popular quilt design programs
are now offering CDs with large collections of digitized
fabrics from designer collections. These have agreeat dedl
of appeal, but once again Judy and Gloria have an un-
conventional recommendation — don’t bother with
them. They are fun, but not that hel pful, because “there’ s
no substitute for laying the fabric all over the floor.”

Other useful chapters are those on printing on fab-
ric (full of tips and tricks) and on using the printer to
create stencils and negatives for fabric painting, sun print-
ing, and blueprinting. Theriches in this book are incal-
culable for anyone who wants to experiment using high-
tech equipment to design and make quilts.

Initsfinal chapters the Quilter’s Computer Com-
panion provides “A Quilter’s Guide to Cyberspace” and
a“Quilter’sInternet Y ellow Pages,” a selective but highly
entertaining collection of links and other quilting re-
sources on the internet, with editorial commentary. This
section is invaluable both to newbies and internet veter-
ans.

In addition to this wealth of information, humor,

and insight, the book also includes a 16-page four-color
insert showcasing various quilts discussed throughout
the book. Unlike the Needlecrafter’s Computer Com-
panion, this book does not include a disk with demo
software on it, as there is not a great deal of demo soft-
ware out there for quilters.

For all of itstechnical information and diagrams,
itstips and tricks, one of the best things about this book
isthe controlling intelligence of the authors who help us
sort out and make sense of this new and often strange
cyber-world. I'll conclude by letting Judy and Gloria
sum it up:

“Our grandmothers might have said that the best
thing about quilting was being able to share in others
lives while helping them assemble something of beauty.
The fact that we cyberage quilters are separated by
oceans and mountainsisirrelevant. Words and the im-
mediacy of electronic communication bring us together.

“Has the Internet changed quilting? Only in the
sense that it has increased the quilter’ s accessto infor-
mation, products, and ideas. One of the things that ev-
ery quilter who has ventured into cyberspace marvels at
is how the camaraderie of others has inspired them to
try things they never dreamed they were capable of do-
ing. ...

“Like athimble or sewing pins, the Internet is a
tool. Like any other tool, its purpose is to help us ac-
complish our goals. Its advantage is that it helps us talk
and learn more quickly than we otherwise would in our

isolated lives.” @)

SCHOOLHOUSE ENTERPRISES

Check out our on-line catalog (http://quilt.com/GG) for our Monthly $pecial $!!

Or, if that's not possible, just e-mail Schoolhouse Enterprises (gridgees@al gorithms.com) with
your "snail mail" (post office) address for your FREE CATALOG and Sample of Gridded
Geese(c)! Gridded Geese(c) is a unique paper foundation method for mass-producing Flying
Geese units up to 24 at once (similar to the half-square triangle papers, which, BTW, arein-

cluded in their catal og).

The Schoolhouse Enterprises catalog offers lots of Other Fun Stuff, too! We've added a few
things we think you'll like, so if you haven't visited our web page lately, we think you'll be

pleasantly surprised.
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CHARMS &

SCHNIBBLES:

News Notes from All Over

FCREATE SPONSORING

E-MAIL FRIENDSHIP QUILT

TVQ got an e-mail message from Rika Iwashige of
FCREATE, an online quilting community in Japan, re-
questing contributions to an “e-mail friendship quilt” the
group plans to make and display at quilt showsin Japan.

Rikawrites: “ At the largest Japanese quilt show,
International Quilt Week *97 Y okohama (Nov. 6-8),
members of FCREATE (a group of on-line quiltersin
Japan) are going to make afriendship quilt with e-mail
messages, which we call “E-MAIL QUILT.” We will
bring together “e-mails’ from quiltersal over the world.
We are going to print them on fabric, and make them
into a quilt. We want messages from alot of quilters.
Those wishing to join this project, please visit our web
page at:

e QW97.html
which will be open at the beginning of October. If

you or your family can send e-mail, you will be ableto
join us. If you have no access to the WWW, please send
amessage of afew lines (whatever you wish to put on
the quilt) with your name (or nickname), country, and
state to GBHO00457 @niftyserve.or.jp.

After we complete the quilt, we will show it on our
web page and at some quilt shows (sorry, only in Ja-
pan). We would like to have alot of participantsin this
friendship quilt making.

Please come and join us!

QUILTING HERITAGE CONFERENCE
SET FOR MAY 1998

We received the following notice from Kris
Driessen, sponsor of the Quilting Heritage Maillist, about
an upcoming conference:

The 1998 Quilting Heritage Conference in Lowell,
Massachusetts, “ A Celebration of Creation,” will be held
May 21 - 23, 1998. Lowell, Massachusetts is consid-
ered the birthplace of the American Industrial Revolu-
tion in textiles. There are several museums in the Lowell
areawhich celebrate both the mills and the women who

made them profitable, and we have scheduled this years
conference to take full advantage of two of them: the
New England Quilt Museum and the American Textile
History Museum. Lowell was the city where the farm
girls went to better their lives. The reality was some-
what different, and our 1998 convention will focus on
the social history of the time.

All the details are yet to be finalized, but our sched-
ule so far includes:

*Lecture: “Quilts as by-products of textile produc-
tion,” Camille Cognac (author of Quilt Restoration: A
Practical Guide)

*Lecture: Assessing Y our Antique Quilt

*Lecture: “New England Quilts and Their Care,”
Jenny Gilbert (curator of the New England Quilt Mu-
seum) and Susan Wellnitz (assistant conservator Ameri-
can Textile History Museum)

*Lecture: “American Printed Textiles,” by Diane
Fagan Affleck, senior curator of ATHM and author of
Just New from the Mills.

*Lecture: “The Adirondack Quilt,” by Kathryn
Greenwold, quilt historian and appraiser. A slide and
trunk show.

*Private, guided tours of the New England Quilt
Museum by its curator Jenny Gilbert

*Behind the scene tours of the textile conservation
center of the American Textile History Museum and the
collections department.

*Much more!

The Sheraton Inn Waterfront has agreed to discount
their room rate to $79 a night for up to four people. Shar-
ing aroom would be an excellent way to save costs!

We encourage you to sign up as quickly as pos-
sible. For obvious reasons, we have to limit the size of
the convention - you can hardly have persona tourswith
300 people! So we are limiting the number of registrants
to 75. If you pay in full before December 1, 1997, you
will receive a $30 discount off the package price of $225.
A $25 deposit will hold your spot, but it will NOT be
refunded should you cancel. To register, E-mail
oldquilt@albany.net, or snail mail: Quilting Heritage
Convention, PO Box 273, Esperance NY 12066. Yes,

we do accept credit cards. @)
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Come visit acozy virtual sewing room at Planet Patchwork. AsaTVQ subscriber, you have
access not only to the back issues of TVQ, but also to specia “Members Only” areas of the web
site with even more reviews, quilter profiles, and articles!

Launch your web browser to visit Planet Patchwor k now!

ARTFABRIK

ARTFABR!K now carries a Color Card for
their extraordinary hand-dyed perle cotton
threads available in sizes 3, 5, 8 and the
finest, size 12. Please send $7 plus $1 for
shipping to ARTFABR!K,

Laura Wasilowski,

324 Vincent Place,
Elgin, IL 60123.

E-mail artfab@suba.com

or see our web site at

http://www.gcx.com/fabrik/artfab.html

JAYDEE DESIGNS

Beautiful hand Dyed Fabric perfect for piecing, appli-
gue and pictoria quilts. Colors range from a sunrise spec-
trum of mauves, pinks, and golds to deep purples, blues
and teals. Available in the following convenient pack-

ages.

8 step color progression- fat eighth cuts- 1 yard $25.00
12 step color wheel-  6"x22"cuts  1yard

$25.00 24 step color wheel-  6"x22" cuts 2 yards
$45.00 10" squares 1.5 yards $35.00

Send a self addressed, stamped envelope for free samples
and full pricelist or to order send check or money order
to:

Jay Dee Designs
18640 South Lowrie Loop
Eagle River, Alaska 99577

E-mail: unique@al aska.net
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COMMENTS, QUESTIONS,
NEWS, IDEAS, BRICKBATS?

Like any news publication, TVQ is always hungry
for information about new developments in the areawe
are trying to cover. If you have an ideafor a story, or
want to tell the world about something you are doing
which relates to computers and quilting, we'd like to
hear about it.

We'd like news of new classes starting up to teach
quilt design on computers, or new approaches to that
teaching. New products, maillists, World Wide Web
pages, etc., are all fair game, and we' d appreciate any
tips you can provide. Send your tips by e-mail to
rholland@atlanta.com.

If you have a comment about an article, a com-
plaint or a correction, we're glad to hear that, too, and
may publish some comments as |etters to the editor.
Again, these may be sent to rholland@atlanta.com.

4 )

The
Virtual Quilt

A Newsletter for
Computing Quilters

Editor and Publisher: Robert Holland, Decatur, GA

Copyright (c) 1997 by Robert Holland. All rightsre-
served. Thisfile may not be reproduced in any form
except to be printed out for the personal use of the
subscriber without the expressed, written consent of
the copyright holder.

Graphics (c) 1996-97 by Mary Graham.
Layout and Acrobat conversion by C. Holland.

\. J

PSST!

HERE'SHOW TO

ADVERTISE IN TVQ!

Our advertisers, both here in the newsletter and at the TVQ website,
have found TVQ to be an effective and economical way to reach thou-
sands of online quilters. Adsin the newsletter are only $5 each (up to
100 words, inquire about longer ads) or 3 for $10, and there are also
attractive packages available which combine newd etter and website ads.

For more information e-mail rholland@atlanta.com or visit http://
www.tvg. com/adcard.htm. We specialize in helping small quilting-

related businesses gain exposure on the internet.

Don't keep your businessa secret... advertisein TVQ.
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SUBSCRIBE TO TVQ!

If you would like to continue receiving this news-
letter (the ASCII version) in your e-mail about every 6
weeks for the next year, al it requiresisasmall contri-
bution of $5.00!

That buys you 8 issuesin which you will find more
in-depth reviews of quilt design software, more profiles
of quilters, aswell as profiles of online quilting commu-
nities. These features will be interspersed with news of
developments in the quickly changing and expanding
world of online quilting.

TVQ isalso available to subscribers on the World
Wide Web. The graphically enhanced web version can
be seen at http:// planetpatchwork.com/tvgmain/. Future
issues will also be converted into Adobe Acrobat for-
mat.

To subscribe, fill out the form on this page and send
it with a check or money order for $5.00 made out to
Robert Holland, to 140 Ridley Circle, Decatur, GA
30030-1117. Be sureto fill out the form completely, in-
cluding your e-mail and street addresses so if thereisa
problem with your subscription (like bounced messages)

| can get in touch with you. An alternative e-mail ad-
dress, if you have one, isalso helpful. You will receive
an e-mail acknowledgment of your subscription when it
isreceived.

FOR THOSE OUTSIDE THE UNITED
STATES: | realize that obtaining money ordersin US
dollars can be expensive in some countries. | have talked
to my bank and they will accept checks drawn on for-
eign banksfor deposit to my account. The checksM UST
have an electronic routing number on them (the com-
puter-style numbers at the bottom) and MUST be made
out inUSdollars. The amount will be debited from your
account according to the exchange rate at the time of
processing at your bank. NOTE: Pleese CHECK WITH
YOUR BANK before doing this. Some will not allow
it, and others will CHARGE YOU A FEE, so be sure
to check first.

Some enterprising folks have found that the cheap-
est way isto purchase and mail American currency. |
will accept cash, but cannot take responsibility for its
possible loss in the mails!

o o o o o o o o >€

SUBSCRIPTION FORM for THE VIRTUAL QUILT

NAME.

MAILING ADDRESS

E-MAIL ADDRESS

ALTERNATE E-MAIL (if available)

Enclosed is $5.00 (check or money order made out to ROBERT HOLLAND) for 8 issues of TVQ, delivered as an

ascii file by e-mail.
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